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EQUALITY UNDER THE LORD'S LAW:
THE DISCIPLINARY PROCESS IN
TEXAS BAPTIST CHURCHES, 1833-1870

~.

by Nick Malavis

The minutes of the First Baptist Church of Houston defined the
disciplinary process for members in 1850 as:

""."
!
J
I-!\,

J

No members shall be allowed to prefer a charge against another for
personal grievances until he shall have complied with the requirements
enjoined in the 18th chapter of Matthew - For any offense of immoral
or unchristian conduct a charge may be made by any member on notice
thereof given. Such charge or charges shall be made in writing and
the members so offending shall be furnished with a copy of them and
notified to attend a trial.

Evangelicals took the disciplining of their fellow members seriously, and
the matter occupied much of the attention of the regular conference
meetings of antebellum Baptist churches. Disciplinary actions were based
on Jesus' directives to his disciples as recorded in the Bible [Matt. 18: 15-17].
Church records reveal that the preservation of order and maintenance of
decency was very important. Members were disciplined for drinking,
fighting stealing lying, slander, adultery fornication, dancing, nonattendance, and other behavior deemed to be immoral by evangelicals.
Evangelical churches served as moral courts and held all members, black
and white, to roughly the same moral standards and obligations. Behind
this lay the familial idea that all were equal in God's eyes as members
of his spiritual family. \
l

l

l

As evangelicals, the Baptists sought to avoid the corruption and sin
in the world around them and to transform both individuals and society
into morally upright Christians. Toward this end evangelicals submitted
to a loving discipline. Evangelicals believed that if an individual was left
alone, he or she might lapse into sin. Discipline was a means of reminding members, through example, of their duties and obligations. The convert's submission to the "edification, comfort, loving instruction, watchful care, and faithful admonitions of fellow members" promoted the bonds
of family and community. "Order" and "discipline" were important concepts in a disorganized frontier society. Failure to perform one's duty led
to disorder, which undermined the peace and harmony of the community. Thus. duty and order were key ingredients in the establishment and
maintenance of a stable community in a frontier setting. The disciplinary
process was not meant to be punitive, but, under the loving and watchful
care of fellow members, to serve as a means of guiding erring brethren
back on the "right" course. 2
-."

..If

An important concept underlying the purpose of church discipline
Nick Malavis is a graduate student at Rice University, Houston.
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was the congregation as a family. Discipline was a ritualistic reminder that
there were limits which church members could not cross and still remain
true to the congregation. Members were reminded of their importance and
the necessity of maintaining their Christian duties to ensure salvation as
well as the community's well-being. "'Then one member erred, the entire
community was disgraced. Extreme individuality and self-centeredness
were intolerable; a church member's behavior affected and reflected upon
the whole community. Evangelicals scrutinized each others' conduct with
great care and allowed the accused ample opportunity to demonstrate his
or her innocence or repentence. The most severe sanction was exclusion
from the church, which, in a frontier society, could be a traumatic
experience. 3
In the antebellum Baptist church the congregation was the governing
body, and regular business meetings were held at least once a month,
usually on a Saturday. Besides a constitution or covenant, each church
had rules and regulations for conducting business and for handling
discipline problems. These rules and regulations emphasized the necessity
of maintaining order. During the meetings, or conferences, as they were
often called, no member was allowed to leave without permission. All matters pertaining to church membership were decided by a two-thirds or
unanimous vote, while temporal concerns were resolved by a majority vote.
The rules also specified how motions were to be made and how often a
person could speak. Laughing, talking, and whispering were prohibited.
Church members were encouraged to settle their disputes privately.4
Evangelicals were often skeptical of secular law and sometimes excluded brethren for seeking redress in the civil courts rather than the
church. The aggrieved person was expected to notify the church of his
or her complaint, and the accused was cited to appear at the next regular
conference. At that time, the accused was expected either to confess and
ask for forgiveness or to give satisfactory evidence of his or her innocence.
If the accused failed to appear, a committee of two or three persons was
appointed to visit the recalcitrant person and persuade him or her to appear
at the next conference. In some instances, a trial was conducted. All
interested parties, black or white, could testify. If the accused was found
guilty, he or she was either reprimanded and forgiven, suspended, or
excluded from the church. Once excluded, a person could not join another
church of the same denomination without a letter of dismissal in goodstanding. As the evidence that follows will demonstrate, the process was
remarkably democratic, with no apparent race or gender-based
discrimination. S
Since they were stern disciplinarians and held all persons morally
accountable for their own actions, evangelicals could not ignore the moral
dilemna confronting Christian slaves who were subject to the comrol of
worldly masters. They were aware of slavery's negative impact on the core
of evangelical morality, the family. Thus, Christian masters were expected

\
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to look after the family life and personal condition of their slaves. They
also were encouraged to submit slave disciplinary matters to the church.
Evangelicals thus imposed mutual duties and obligations upon masters
and slaves. They encouraged masters to treat their slaves with moderation
gentleness. and "meekness of wisdom. n Evangelicals also admonished
slaves to obey their masters and remain industrious, honest, faithful. submissive, and humble. As morally accountable persons, slaves were
accorded some recognition of their human status. Black slaves were also
most likely satisfied and comforted to know that "ole Massa" was held
accountable to a higher authority. 6
l

I
'.."l,

)

\:>

An examination of the disciplinary process in evangelical churches
can reveal much about the nature of religious life in the antebellum South.
Randy Sparks has taken issue with David T. Bailey's assertion that the
number of church disciplinary cases declined in the antebellum South after
1830. Based on a study of evangelical churches in Mississippi during that
time, Sparks argued that church disciplinary actions did not decrease.
Sparks also maintained that. contrary to Jean E. Friedman's claim, there
was no evidence in his sample of Mississippi churches that women were
discriminated against in the disciplinary process. If a double standard did
exist, Sparks claims that it operated against white males and blacks, who
were disciplined in excess of their proportion to the church membership.
The purpose of this study is to compare the disciplinary process in Texas
Baptist churches to Sparks's analysis of evangelical churches in Mississippi
as to the fairness in terms of race and gender. 7
Prior to Texas's independence from Mexico in 1836, Roman
Catholicism was the official religion. However, evangelical Protestants
had been preaching in Texas since the beginning of Anglo-American settlement in the 1820s. From the inception of Stephen F. Austin's colony in
Matagorda County, religion played an important role in the lives of both
black and white settlers. Religious meetings \\lcre often held in private
homes. Black slaves attended worship services with their masters and
became church members. Even though Mexican law prohibited slavery,
the American colonists brought their slaves into Texas as "hired" or
"leased servants. After achieving independence in 1836. the Republic
of Texas legalized slavery but banned the future importation of slaves from
anywhere except the United States. By 1860, black slaves made up onefourth of the total Texas population of 600.000. s
H

Generally, the Baptists had a sense of responsibility to extend the
gospel to the slaves. Prior to Texas independence in 1836, openly organized
and cooperative Baptist religious work was frustrated by Mexican law.
Joseph L. Bays was believed to be the first Baptist preacher in Texas. A
native of Virginia, Bays came to Texas in 1820 by way of Kentucky and
Tennessee. In 1823 he was arrested by Mexican authorities for preaching
in Austin's colony, but escaped after allegedly clubbing his captors. Bays
was followed by other Baptist preachers such as Freeman Smalley and

6
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Thomas J. Pilgrim. The most noted early Texas Baptist was Daniel Parker.
He construed the Mexican colonization laws as forbidding only the
organization of non-Catholic churches in Texas. Thus, Parker assumed
it was legal to organize a Protestant church outside of Texas and then
move in. He organized the Pilgrim Church of Predestinarian Baptists in
Crawford County, Illinois, on July 26, 1833, with seven white members
including himself as pastor. Parker and his congregation arrived in Austin's
colony sometime around January 1834. In the spring of that year, they
moved into East Texas. The Pilgrim Baptist Church met in various locations but considered Houston County as its center. The church contained
approximately 121 members in 1834, including five blacks. It was generally
assumed to have been the first Baptist church in Texas. 9
Prior to the American Civil War. black and white Baptists in Texas
enjoyed a period of religious integration and cooperation. Blacks were
accepted into membership in Baptist churches on a relatively equal basis
with whites, although their names were sometimes listed separately or at
the bottom of church rolls. Blacks and whites worshipped together in the
same building even though a natural but unenforced segregation usually
occurred in their seating arrangements. Some blacks were even accorded
positions of leadership in preaching and organizing new churches. A certain degree of fraternizing probably was essential in order for blacks and
whites to survive in many of the isolated regions of Texas in the 18305
and 1840s. Indian attacks and Mexican raids were imminent under the
frontier conditions that prevailed. The young and unstable Texas government could offer little protection or aid. In addition, many Texas plantations and farms were small, and the owners possessed only a few slaves.
Often, masters and slaves worked side-by-side. Thus, the isolated frontier
conditions in Texas created a situation in which blacks and whites came
together for mutual protection and support. This carried over into the
churches where, at least in the case of the Baptists, all converts, black
and white, were welcomed into fellowship and membership.lo
The acceptance of blacks as equal partners in religious matters was
illustrated by the ordination of the first known black Baptist minister in
Texas. The minutes of the Conference of the Pilgrim Baptist Church,
meeting in October 1853, state:
Appointed Brethren Reuben Brown J. Kennedy a committee to Se[eJ
John Davis and enquire of him if he has any objection for the Church
to liberate his Slave Brother qualy to exercise in public if he (the
Church) thinks his gift is profitable.

"Slave Brother" Qualy was listed as a church member in 1834. There is
no mention of any restrictions on Qualy's preaching, but there is no record
of him ever preaching, so it is impossible to determine if Qualy preached
to blacks or whites or both. However, it is noteworthy that the church
had to ask Qualy's owner's permission to let him preach. The church was
still somewhat circumscribed by the civil law and the American notion

,
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of separation of church and state. At the same time, as a minister, Qualy
was not above reproach. In November 1859 a committee of two persons
was appointed to "Visit Brother Qualy and Enquire into his disorderly
conduct." One month later the committee reported and was discharged.
There was no record of the details of the committee's report or of the
final disposition of Qualy's case. 1 I

1-·

Qualy's case suggests the relatively equal standing between blacks and
whites in early Texas Baptist churches. Although this equality had some
limits, it was nonetheless genuine. Church records are replete with examples
of how blacks and whites were treated and judged by the same standard
in disciplinary matters. This conclusion rests on the survey of the records
of six Texas Baptist churches between the years 1833 and 1870. All six
churches had a combined membership, at any onc time, of approximately
450 and a total of 222 disciplinary cases over the thirty-seven years. Of
the total membership, approximately 40 percent were males and 60 percent were females. Seventy-nine percent were white and 21 percent were
black. Thirty-one percent were white males, 48 percent were white females,
8 percent were black males, and 13 percent were black females (see table
1). The overall female-to-male ratio in these congregations matched Donald
Mathews's suggestion that there was a 65:35 ratio of women to men in
antebellum Southern churches. It also reflected Rhys Isaac's claim that
women. more so than men, were attracted to evangelical churches because
evangelicals celebrated characteristics traditionally thought of as
"feminine," such as non-violence, humility, emotionalism, caring, and
domesticity. 12

'-'

--"1
t,

L
\I

TABLE 1
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
Total Membership - 450
Gender/Race
Number

Percentage

177
40.0
Male Members
Female Members
273
60.0
White Members
353
79.0
Black Members
97
21.0
139
31.0
White Male Members
White Female Members
214
48.0
Black Male Members
38
8,0
Black Female Members
59
13.0
NOTE: Thc above figures are based on the combined member.~1Jip
average at anyone time of the six East Texas Baptist eh urches utilized in this study. They were derived from the largest membership list
appearing in the records of the six respective churches between the
years 1833 and 1870.

,,'...

Church records of the six Texas Baptist churches were examined in
this case to determine if any significant degree of gender or racial
discrimination was reflected in the number and percentage of disciplinary
actions against members of both sexes and races. Randy Sparks utilized

8
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this type of methodology in his analysis of disciplinary proceedings in
antebellum evangelical churches in Mississippi. Based on the evidence in
the various Baptist church records employed in this study, there appear
to be both similarities and differences between the lack of sexual or racial
discrimination in church disciplinary cases in Texas and Mississippi.
Disciplinary actions for drunkenness (or intoxication) appeared to
be common in frontier evangelical churches. Excessive alcohol consumption by frontiersmen was legendary. In Mississippi, intoxication proved
to be the most frequent charge in church disciplinary actions involving
white males. Evangelicals were concerned about alcohol abuse because
of its detrimental effect not only on the individual, but on the family and
the community as well. Drinking detracted from the family's economic
well-being and was also linked to disruptive and violent behavior. In Texas
Baptist churches, drunkenness likewise made up the highest number and
percentage of disciplinary cases against white men. A total of thirty-one
intoxication cases made up 20.4 percent of the disciplinary actions against
white males in Texas. Some of these cases were also linked to collateral
charges 0 f disorder, pro f anity, or immoral conduct. 13
An example of the correlation between intoxication and other
improper behavior appeared in the case of "Brother" Stephens, who was
excluded from the First Baptist Church of Houston in 1849 for drunkenness and gambling. Evangelicals endeavored to guide their wayward sheep
back on the proper path. For example, in 1860, John N. Sparks was cited
to appear before a church conference to answer to a charge of being drunk.
Sparks appeared and admitted his guilt and successfully asked to be forgiven. In another case, "Brother Denson complained against himself for
having dishonored the cause of Christ by drinking too much spirits." He
was forgiven after "making the satisfactory acknowledgements." However, Jonathan Black was excluded from the First Baptist Church of Galveston in 1849 because he had been "impertinent" and claimed that he
could not "disgrace himself by making confessions to the Church" to
charges of intoxication.l~

\

,.

,

The second largest category of disciplinary actions against white men
in Texas involved improper conduct (or disorder). These cases amounted
to 19.1 percent (29 cases) of the charges against white males. For example,
John Farrow was excommunicated for "grossly immoral conduct,
infidelity, and utter disregard for the Sabbath all of which were matters
of notereity." Whatever Lewis Clark did, he was excluded from the First
Baptist Church of Hemphill for "conduct too base to be mentioned in
the minutes of the Church." In 1845, the records for the Pilgrim Baptist
Church reflect:
Brother Blanchard came to the Church and acknowledged ... becoming
angry at Brother R.S., and acknowledged that he had done wrong.
The Church after hearing the whole matter and the acknowledgement
of Brother Blanchard says she is satisfied with Brother Blanchard.

...
-
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Later on, Brother R.S. was excluded from the church for "failing to maintain his family in a comfortable manner. 15

j,
!
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L
"

In contrast to Mississippi, where dancing was found to rank third
in the percentage of disciplinary actions against white males, it was
relegated to seventh place il} Texas l making up 4 percent (6 cases) against
white men. Evangelicals frowned on dancing; they considered it to be
unholy, unprofitable. sensuous, senseless l barbaric, and devilish. All of
the disciplinary cases against white males for dancing in Texas appeared
in the Old North Baptist Church of Nacogdoches. In one instance, Brother
Putnam was forgiven after acknowledging his guilt for attending a party
and dancing and "professing great penitence." However, Joseph Mayfield
was excluded when he failed to appear before the church and give satisfaction to the charge of dancing. James Fulghum was likewise excluded after
he failed to make any acknowledgement of or give satisfaction to an accusation of dancing. 16
Non-attendance of worship services made up the third ranking
category of disciplinary actions against white males in Texas: 17.2 percent (26 cases) of the total. Almost a third of these appeared in the records
of the Pilgrim Baptist Church. The conference minutes of March 1849
read in part:
... the committee appointed to visit Brother Stow being present informed the Church his not attending Meting was not for want of
fellowship to the Bretheren. But owing to his situation he could not
attend which was satisfactory to the church.

In another case, the church wrote to "Brother and sister eaton to know
the reason for their failing to attend or represent themselves with us."
And in one instance:
... the committee appointed to se Br. Jordin reported and Bro Jordin.
Being present acknow[l]edge to the Church he had done wrong in failing or neglectin[g] to attend Church Meting and ask the Church to
forgive him which the Church Frankly done
i •

i.
y

l

Evangelicals did their best to keep the flock together, and participation
in worship services and religious activities was mandatory. I ;
Profanity ranked fourth in the amount of disciplinary problems involving white men, making up 13.8 percent (21 cases) of the total. Thirteen of the twenty-one cases appeared in the records of the Old North
Baptist Church. The Church forgave R. Scogin after he apologized for
"being in a passion and (having) made use of profane language." Although
Joseph Taylor confessed to using profane language he was excluded
because he "could not bring himself to ask for forgiveness." In another
instance, Armstead Bennett accused Thomas Denson of cursing and swearing as well as neglecting to attend church. A committee was appointed
to admonish Denson of his "religious duty" and to cite him to appear
before the church and answer to the charges. The committee later reported
that they had visited and labored with Denson as directed to no avail.
l

)j,
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Denson was thereby excluded from the church. I H

.
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Altogether, the four most common charges against white males that
appeared in the records of antebellum Baptist churches in Texas - intoxication, improper conduct, non~attendance, and profanity - made up 70.5
percent (107 cases) of the total. This compares to Mississippi where a
similar category consisting of intoxication, profanity, dancing, and fighting
comprised 61 percent of the total di&ciplinary actions against white men.
Further. in Mississippi, it was discovered that 20 percent of the disciplinary
cases against white males consisted of charges of disorder, misconduct,
and non-attendance while the remaining 20 percent included offenses such
as theft, lying, and joining another denomination. In Texas, 9.4 percent
of the total disciplinary actions against white men involved the categories
of sex and family life, gambling, fighting, and race relations. The remaining 20.1 percent of the cases dealt with fraud, theft, lying, joining another
denomination, and miscellaneous offenses (see table 2).19
TABLE 2

"

,.

,

\'

DISCIPLINARY CASES
Comparison of Number and Percentage
of Disciplinary Cases Involving Males
T):pe of Case

Intoxication
Improper Conduct
Non-Attendance
Profanity
Miscellaneous
Fraud, Theft, and
Lying
Dancing

Fighting
Joining Another
Denom i nation
Gambling
Race Relations
Adultery
Fornication
Desertion of a
Spouse
Unscriptural Marriage
Illegitimate Births

TOTAL

White Males
NumberIPercentage
31
2004
29
19.1
26
17.2
21
13.8
12
8.0

Black Males
Number/Percentage
3
20.0
4
26.7
1
6.7
0
0
1
6.7

9
6

5.9
4.0

4

2.7

2
1
0

3
3

2.0
2.0

a

0

2

1.3

6.7
6.7
0
0
0
100.0

1

2

1.3

1

0.7

1
1
0

1
1
1

0.7

0

0.7
0.7

0
0

100.0

15

152

13.3

6.7
0

6.7

"

0

The category of sex and family life accounted for 4.1 percent of the
total disciplinary actions against white men in Texas. It included two
adultery cases, one charge of fornication, one instance of deserting a
spouse, one accusation of an unscriptural marriage, and one action for
an illegitimate birth. With regard to the unscriptural marriage, the Pilgrim
Baptist Church records for May 20, 1843. read in part:

...

-",
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By Request of E.F., and on motion investigated the marage of said
E.F. to M.L and the Church is of the opinion that the Parties had
a lawful right to come together in matrimony, as it appears to this
Church from all the information she is able to get that the former
woman said E.F. was maried to was the wife of another man.

In another case, the Old North Baptist Church appointed a committee
to investigate "certain reports in circulation against Brother W. E. C.
Mayfield." Based on the committee's subsequent report, Mayfield was
found by his own admission to be guilty of adultery and was excluded.
There were no cases in the records dealing with bigamy or wife abuse.
Since abused women had Little recourse in the civil law, the church courts
provided the only forum where men could be held accountable for such
behavior. This was in keeping with the evangelical ideal of a marriage based
on companionship, love, and mutual respect within a patriarchal arrangement. 20
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Offenses concerning property were more prevalent against men than
women, a reflection of traditional gender roles where such dealings were
confined to the male sphere. This category, which included theft, fraud,
and bad debts, accounted for 4 percent (6 cases) of the total disciplinary
actions against white men in Texas. These were the kinds of disputes that
normally could be pursued in the civil courts. However, evangelicals
preferred to wash their laundry in private, and litigants were encouraged
to settle their disputes within the church disciplinary process. To illustrate
the point, in 1841 Thomas Starr demanded that "Brother A.B." either
return a wagon and harness that Starr had loaned to him, or to reimburse
Starr for the value of the items. The Pilgrim Baptist Church took the matter
up in a regular conference. After an investigation, the following letter appeared in the church minutes:
Thomas Starr, To the Pilgrim Church, of the Regular Baptist Faith
and order - ["] Dear Brethren, C.D. having settled wit me in Part
by note, for the articles for which I held Brother A.B. accountable
Therefore 1 am Reconsiled with said Brother Respecting the charges
exhibited against him at your September meeting 3d. day 1841 yet
I hold him accountable for the payment executed to me by his son
C.D. October 31, 1841.
Thomas Starr

Apparently, this case was "settled out of court" to the litigants' satisfaction. 21
There were several other examples of fraudulent behavior. The following case appeared in the records of the First Baptist Church of Galveston:
... Committee received satisfactory evidence that Brother Wright('s)
partnership connections with ... E. Shepherd was unjustifiable by his
obtaining a considerable amount of property contrary to the true
meaning and intention of said bipartisanship.

A committee was appointed to confer with Shepherd in regard to this affair, but the church records contain nothing about the outcome or disposi-
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tion of the case. On the other hand, George Whiteside was excommunicated from the First Baptist Church of Houston after "proving
himself faithless in contracts. 22
There were other offenses involving white males which, for purposes
of this study, were categorized as miscellaneous cases. They comprises
about 8 percent (12 cases) of the total disciplinary actions against white
men. One of them dealt with doing business on the Sabbath. In 1846 the
First Baptist Church of Houston appointed a committee to labor with
James House and to dissuade him from "keeping open the doors of his
bakery confectionary and selling and laboring therein on the Lord's day."
After consulting with House, the committee reported that he refused to
"change his course." Upon a finding that House "wounds the feelings
of his bretheren and brings reproach on the Church of Christ and refuses
to desist therefrom," the Church excommunicated him. A more serious
"miscellaneous" case involved R.M. Garrett, who appeared before the
Pilgrim Baptist Church and acknowledged killing a man and asked for
forgiveness, saying that he was' 'sorry that such a thing ever took place."
The matter was postponed until the next regular conference. At that time,
Garrett asked for forgiveness and not to be excommunicated. The church
turned down his plea and excluded him. Howevcr, the church forgave l.W.
Parker for "becoming angry and nearly shooting another man."21
Gambling was another category that accounted for 2 percent (3 cases)
of the total disciplinary proceedings against white males. Church
disciplinary actions would suggest that gambling was the only amusement
for which white men were disciplined in Texas. The "case of Stephenson" was considered, and he was excluded for drunkenness and gambling. Likewise, John Smith was excluded for drunkenness, profanity, and
gambling. A committce of the First Baptist Church of Galveston had
"received satisfactory evidence that Brother Wright frequently engaged
in card playing." Gambling, like drinking and dancing, was considered
by evangelicals to be a by-product of a society "too steeped in materialism
and too distant from Christ. However, the Church records do not
evidence an excessive gambling problem in Texas. 24
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Disciplinary actions dealing with race relations in Texas Baptist
churches were significant because only two cases appeared in the records
between 1833 and 1870. Both of them occurred in the Old North Baptist
Church, but the details are sketchy. The Church minutes for 1840 simply
record that "brother William is reconciled with black brother Norman."
The other case was reported in greater detail in September 1852. S.F.
Sparks claimed to be "hurt" over the way in which Anthony Caldwell
had been treating a "negro man" by "chastizing him in an inhuman manncr." Caldwell was excluded from the church membership. This was a
striking example of a white man disciplined for mistreating a slave. Black
slaves most likely were satisfied to see the white man held accountable
to a higher authority. No other cases involving race relations or slave code
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violations appeared in the church records for this time period. The isolation and danger of the frontier setting in Texas probably brought small
groups of whites and blacks together for mutual aid and protection. For
whatever reason, racial conflict was absent from the Church records. 25
As evidenced by the disciplinary process in antebellum Baptist
churches in Texas, white males were accused of a wide variety of transgressions. As might be expected in a frontier society like that in Texas
before the Civil War, there was a predominance of disciplinary cases
against men for intoxication, improper conduct, and non-attendance of
worship services. While men comprised approximately 40 percent of the
church membership in Texas. they were disciplined in about 75 percent
of the cases. This evidence supports the view that the relatively high rate
of discipline for male church members in relation to their overall membership can be explained in part by the conflict between traditional
°masculine l l values in the antebellum South and the "feminine' virtues
associated with evangelicalism. In this regard, Texas men, like their
counterparts elsewhere in the South, appeared to have an uneasy, but not
hopeless, struggle trying to steer a steady course.
White women in Texas Baptist churches were disciplined in 18.9 percent (42 cases) of the total actions between 1833 and 1870. Despite the
fact that they comprises 48 percent of the total church membership, as
compared to white men who made up 31 percent, white females were
disciplined at a proportionately lower rate than their male counterparts.
The higher percentage of female members has been attributed largely to
the so-called feminine attributes of evangelicalism that must have appealed
to women. Evangelical churches enabled nineteenth-century women to
become active in ways forbidden by secular society. Women were involved
in meaningful roles in worship services, revivals, camp meetings, and
teaching Sunday School as well as organizing various church-related social
activities. In this manner women were able to achieve some degree of
equality, and even superiority, to men. 26
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As in the rest of the South, women in Texas Baptist churches were
disciplined mainly for minor offenses. Dancing was the most common
charge leveled against white females. It accounted for 23.8 percent (10
cases) of the total disciplinary actions against white women compared to
only 4 percent of those against white males. Evangelicals staunchly opposed dancing and considered the practice to be inconsistent with the Scriptures [Deut. 5: 15]. Women were sometimes disciplined both for dancing
and visiting public halls. Kate White was excluded for "habitual attendance of public halls and dancing." Elizabeth Ellis and Sarah Moore were
excluded for dancing at a party. Six of the ten disciplinary cases against
white females for dancing appeared in the minutes of the Old North Baptist Church. Mary Coats and Elizabeth Baxter were forgiven by the Church
when they confessed to dancing and asked for forgiveness. However, Eliza,
Sarah FraleYl and Mary Parton refused to appear before the church or
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to acknowledge that they had been dancing. All were excluded. Apparently,
the taboo against dancing was the most overbearing facet of evangelicalism
for Nacogdoches women (see table 3).27

...

TABLE 3

•

..

DISCIPLINARY CASES
Comparison of Number and Percentage
of Disciplinar~' Cases Involving Females
White Females
Type of Case
NumberIPercentage
10
23.8
Dancing
7
16.7
Non-Attendance
Improper Conduct
6
14.3
Miscellaneous
7
16.7
Joining another
denomination
11.9
5
Fraud, Theft, and
Lying
7.1
3
Profanity
2
4.8
Fighting
0
Fornication
2.4
Adultery
1
0
Unscriptural Marriage
0
1
2.4
Illegitimate Births
100.0
TOTAL
42

Black Females
NumberIPercentage
1
7.7
2
15.4

2

15.4

1

7.7
0

2
1

15.4

2
2
0

0
0

15.4
15.4
0
0
0

13

100.0

7.7

Nearly 48 percent (20 cases) of the total disciplinary actions against
white women included charges of non-attendance, improper conduct, and
miscellaneous behavior which altogether made up the general category of
misconduct. Non-attendance of worship services accounted for seven of
the twenty cases and improper conduct appeared six times. Sarah Burnet
and Sarah Stone were excommunicated from the First Baptist Church of
Galveston for "abandonment of all its exercises and for unchristianlike
conduct." Rachel Johnson was likewise excluded for misconduct. The First
Baptist Church of Houston appointed a committee to investigate "certain rumors prejudicial to the character of Sister Wendy" and to report
its findings to a special conference. Sister Wendy responded in a letter
stating:
... with feelings of deep penitence, contribution and shame, I address
you, I would weep tears of blood if they could wash out the stain
I feel I have brought on this Church. I feel I am not worthy of a place
among you. I therefore beg you will erase my name from among yours
but bretheran and sisters I beg for your sympathy and prayers. I do
regret with deep compunction of soul, that I have offended against
God. I do resolve the balance of my days should be kept in praying

to be better.

The church obliged Sister Wendy by excommunicating her. 28
Joining another denomination was the third ranking category of
disciplinary actions against white women in Texas, comprising 11.9 per-
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cent (5 cases) of the total. White males were accused of this offense only
three times in the records in this study. Mary Bigelow was excommunicated
for "having united herself with the Episcopal Church." Sarah and Margery
Blanchard were excluded from the First Baptist Church of Hemphill for
joining the Methodist Church. Sister E. Nail was excluded for joining
another denomination. Cynthia Dorris was excluded from the Bethel Baptist Church for joining the Missionary Baptists. Church records offer no
evidence as to why women joined other denominations, only that they
were excluded for doing so. One view is that the Methodists offered women
more opportunities to participate in church activities such as class meetings,
love feasts. and revivals. 29
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There were no disciplinary actions found against white women for
intoxication in Texas Baptist churches between 1833 and 1870. Compared
to the high percentage and number of intoxication cases against their males
counterparts. white women in Texas appeared to be quite temperate.
Likewise, only two white females were disciplined for profanity and none
for fighting compared to twenty-five such cases against white men. When
compared to the high number and percentage of disciplinary actions against
white males for intoxication, profanity. fighting, and disorderly conduct.
white females in Texas appeared to be far more restrained. It is also
evidence that the church served as a social control mechanism used to control unruly manly behavior. The remaining categories of disciplinary cases
involving white women were categorized as; sex and family life. propertytype offenses, and individual behavior.
Sex and family life in this study included charges of adultery, fornication, leaving a spouse, iJlegitimate births, and unscriptural marriage.
The entire category made up 4.8 percent (2 cases) of the total disciplinary
actions against white women in Texas Baptist churches between 1833 and
1870 as compared to 4.1 percent (6 cases) of similar charges against white
males. These figures were lower than those cited by Jean E. Friedman,
which showed that 44 percent of the disciplinary actions against women
in antebellum evangelical churches in North Carolina and Georgia involved
sex and family life as compared to 6 percent of the same charges against
men. In this sample for Texas, white women were accused once for what
appeared to be adultery and once for an illegitimate birth. None were
disciplined for fornication or unscriptural marriage. In one particular case,
the minutes of the Pilgrim Baptist Church recorded:
The case of sister M.L. taken up and finding the charges against her
Predicated in Pan upon Report of a Very imprudent and immoral
carrector ... The church agrees to layover the case until next meeting
and appoints ... committee to examon into the case ... The committee
on the case of sister M.L. made the following report - We your committee ... Have found ... that she (Sister M.L.) did try and get her
husband to go off telling him that if he would go and get a place that
she would come to him ... but her object appeared to be to get her
husband away with an intention to take up and live with another man.
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The case was subsequently resolved when Sister M.L. acknowledged her
fault and apparently was forgiven. However. "Sister K.N." was excluded
for having an illegitimate child. The interesting thing about her case was
that the alleged father of the child, "Brother 1.1., I I was also excluded;
a point that refutes Jean Friedman's argument that a double-standard existed in church disciplinary proceedings that discriminated against
women. 30
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There were no disciplinary actions against white women in this survey
concerning property. This was comparable to the rest of the antebellum
South. where property violations were more common against men than
women. It was also in keeping with the prevalent gender roles of the time
in which property and business dealings were reserved for the male sphere. 31
The general category of individual behavior included charges for profanity, fighting, lying, slander, and race relations. In Texas Baptist
churches, white women were disciplined twice for profanity. Sister Blanchard confessed that she had been "using language unbecoming a christian." Her testimony proved to be satisfactory and Blanchard was forgiven
by the church. Three disciplinary actions against white women for lying
and slander appeared in the church records. An interesting case appeared
in the minutes of the First Baptist Church of Houston that could be construed as either involving lying or race relations. A committee had been
appointed to investigate a charge of falsehood against Maria Scott for
spreading a rumor that Sister Fuller had not' 'properly chastized her negro
for stealing Brother Bowles' money." Scott was also accused of slander
against the church. The matter was postponed pending further investigation, but no subsequent record of the final outcome or disposition of this
case was found in the church minutes. No white women were disciplined
for fighting in this sample. Overall, white women compared favorably in
this general category to their male counterparts, who were disciplined about
thirty times for profanity. fighting, and lying. 12
Based on the evidence deduced from the disciplinary proceedings in
Texas Baptist churches between 1833 and 1870, women were disciplined
far less than men. Friedman's conclusion that a double standard existed
in church disciplinary proceedings does not hold up in this case. As Randy
Sparks found to be true in Mississippi. there was no evidence of discrimination against women in the church disciplinary process. If any bias existed,
as Sparks has pointed out, it operated against men who were disciplined
at a higher percentage than women. On the other hand, it can be argued
that the evidence does not indicate any gender discrimination in church
discipline, but rather that women were more pious than men were.
However, a more thorough and diverse study of antebellum evangelicalism
in Texas is needed before any definitive conclusions can be reached. lJ
On the basis of race, there is some debate as to whether the church
disciplinary process discriminated unfavorably against blacks and served
as another device for white control. Randy Sparks takes issue with David
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Bailey's assertion that disciplinary actions against blacks in antebellum
evangelical churches in the South declined after 1830. Sparks found that
the number of discipline cases against blacks in Mississippi increased after
1830. Sparks also suggests that blacks were disciplined at a higher rate
than whites in Mississippi as the Civil War neared, although both races
were held accountable for the same types of transgressions. 14
In the six Texas Baptist churches surveyed here between 1833 and
1870, blacks made up about 21 percent of the total membership. This included approximately fifty-nine females and thirty-eight males. an almost
3:2 female-male ratio. Of the 222 total discipline cases, 12.6 percent (28
cases) involved blacks. In other words, blacks were disciplined only half
as often as whites were. It is some indication that in Texas Baptist churches.
as opposed to those in Mississippi, blacks were not discriminated against
by the disciplinary process between 1833 and 1860. In addition, the level
of discipline against blacks remained the same in Texas Baptist churches
between 1833 and 1870. indicating little change over time in this regard.
TABLE 4
DISCIPLINARY CASES
Total Disciplinary Actions
Gender/Race

Male

....

Female
White
Black
White Males
White Females
Black Males
Black Females

=

222
Number
167
55
194
28
152

42
15
13

Percentage
75.2
24.8
87.4
12.6
68.5
18.9
6.8
5.8

A common charge leveled against black men was intoxication. For
example:
Sam Walker (colored brother) came before the Church and said he
had been intoxicated and was sorry for it and asked the Church to
forgive him. His act was received and he was forgiven.

....
.J

-. .".
."1
. ...
~

...

This case, which occurred in 1866, illustrated two significant points. First,
it shows how blacks, even after emancipation, voluntarily accepted their
duties and obligations as evangelical Christians. Sam Walker admitted his
guilt and asked to be forgiven. Second, it shows how the evangelicals
labored to keep the Christian family, black and white, together. Despite
his race, Walker was forgiven. Even though some blacks, like many whites,
found a release in the consumption of alcohol, intoxication did not appear to be a major problem for them. In this survey, only three disciplinary
actions against black males involved intoxication. For black men, this compared favorably as opposed to white males who were accused of intoxication twenty-eight times, although in terms of percentage there was little
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difference (see table 2).
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Only one disciplinary action for theft against black males appeared
in this survey of church records. The single theft charge against a black
man compared favorably to the six theft cases involving white males.
However, thefts made up only about 4 percent of the total disciplinary
cases against white men. Lawrence Levine has noted that black slaves
sometimes stole, lied, or cheated out of necessity in order to satisfy urgent
needs. Regardless, slaves had another way of looking at it. Since they were
property, slaves viewed the taking of some of their master's other possessions to satisfy their needs as a means of using one form of property to
improve another. Nevertheless, there was no evidence in the records of
Texas Baptist ch urches that slave thefts were a serious problem. 36
The remaining eleven disciplinary actions against black males involved
four charges of improper conduct and a single case apiece for nonattendance, dancing, lying, adultery, joining another denomination, race
relations, and a miscellaneous charge. Church records revealed no
disciplinary cases against black men for fighting~ profanity, fornication,
bigamy, desertion of a spouse, or running away. Probably, the most
noteworthy case was that of David Jones, who was excluded for intemperance in 1841 after the First Baptist Church of Galveston" for the
last two years (had) labored with him to no effect." Jones was restored
to fellowship in the church in 1847, only to be excluded again in 1849 for
"speaking disrespectfully of his bretheren." AJI along, Jones had insisted
that he was an ordained minister and had lost his license to preach prior
to coming to Texas. Jones appeared to have had a long·standing propensity for mixing the bottle with preaching. Needless to say, he was a continuing menace to the church. Overall, the disciplinary proceedings in Texas
Baptist churches between 1833 and 1870 do not evidence any significant
degree of racial discrimination against black men. 3 '
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The Texas Baptist church records also provided an example of how
black slaves used the disciplinary process to bring actions against other
slaves. For example, in a special conference held by the First Baptist
Church of Houston for the discipline of "colored members," the case
of Peter, "servant of Mr. Richardson of Galveston," was called. According to the record:
Upon the testimony of Simon, Peter appeared to have been guilty of
falsehood and adultery. Jack gave evidence of the same and also said
he (Peter) did not attend Church to which he only gave him to understand he did not desire (0 come.

After failing to appear before the church conference for trial, Peter was
excluded. The subject of a separate church for blacks was raised at the
same meeting but was deferred. There was one reference to a "Coloured
Church meeting" in [he Galveston church records in 1846, but no details
were provided. 38
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Only 5.8 percent (13 cases) of the total disciplinary actions in this
study involved black women. This compared favorably to white women,
who accounted for 18.9 percent (42 cases) of the total disciplinary cases.
However, when consideration is given to the nearly 4: 1 ratio of white to
black female church members, the frequency of discipline between the two
groups was about the same. In this sample, black women were disciplined
twice for lying, two times for non-attendance, in two instances for improper conduct, in two cases for fighting, and twice for fornication. They
also faced one charge for dancing, one for profanity, and another one
for a miscellaneous offense (see table 3). For example, two black women,
Henny and Charlotte, were charged with fighting and contradicting each
other. A committee was appointed to investigate, and the charges against
Henny were withdrawn. Charlotte was tried and excluded. In another case
the records reflect:
The case of Charlotte Williams was called up .,. the charge was fornication ... (She) was cited to appear but she stated that her master
would not permit her ... After some deliberation it was agreed that
two colored sisters. Tamar and Creasy, two colored bretheran, Noble and Locke, go as a committee to see Charlotte and give her an
opportunity to satisfy the Church in regard to her conduct.

No subsequent records appeared in the church minutes to indicate the final
outcome or disposition of Charlotte's case. In light of the accusation, fornication, one can only speculate why Charlotte's master refused to allow
her to appear before the church conference. However, the make-up of
the investigating committee, which included members of both races and
sexes, suggests that the evangelicals endeavored to be fair and democratic
in the church disciplinary process. In two other cases, Emeline Crain was
excluded for fornication, as was "Coloured Girl Edy" for improper conduct. 38
.~
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As evidenced in the records of the six Texas Baptist churches between 1833 and 1870, blacks were disciplined less frequently that whites.
Despite the short time span, there was no apparent change in the incidence
of church discipline against blacks in Texas prior to 1870. In fact, both
blacks and whites were disciplined for the same transgressions and at about
the same frequency over the period of time examined. There was also
evidence that blacks used the disciplinary process to bring charges against
other blacks and were sometimes allowed to conduct their own hearings,
albeit under white supervision. Above all, the records of the disciplinary
proceedings support the notion that evangelical Christianity held both
blacks and whites, male or female, to the same duties and obligations and
judged them by the same standard, the Scriptures. In this regard, blacks
were accorded a higher degree of respect and equality by the evangelical
churches than by secular institutions.
There was no evidence in the church records that the disciplinary process in Texas Baptist churches functioned primarily as a white control
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device over black slaves. Not a single case involving slave rebelliousness,
funning away, striking masters, or any other serious violations of the slave
code appeared in the records. Only one example of what might be assumed to be black dissidence appeared in the records of the Bethel Baptist
Church in McMahan, Texas, after the Civil War. The church minutes for
September 1866 record:

,
....

\Vhereas the colored members of [he Church have absented themselves
from Church meeting ever since they were liberated from Slavery;
therefore the church appoints A. Baker and R. Cole to see and talk
with as many as they conveniently can, and report the result of their
labors ... as soon as convenient.

The Bethel Church waited until January 1870 for their black brethren to
return. When they failed to do so, the church excluded all of its black
members. As Katharine Dvorak has pointed out, blacks were not
necessarily forced out of evangelical churches in the South after the Civil
War, but instead, distanced themselves from whites. Blacks probably felt
more comfortable worshipping in their own style and believed that whites
had strayed away from the "true" meaning of Christianity. Further, black
segregation from biracial churches may also have been a symbolic method
by which blacks tested out the meaning of their newly acquired freedom
after the Civil War. 40
As stated previously, the evidence deduced from this analysis of the
records of the disciplinary proceedings in six Texas Baptist churches between 1833 and 1870 is by no means conclusive. A larger and more diverse
sample of church records would lend more credence to any generalizations about the fairness of the disciplinary process in terms of race and
gender. Nevertheless, based on the findings in this sample, several tentative deductions can be made. First, blacks enjoyed a semblance of equality and respect in antebellumevangelical churches that was unavailable to
them in the secular world. Second, women likewise achieved a level of
equality and respect within the evangelical churches that was denied to
them in the secular world. To be sure, there were some limits, but given
the time period and the surrounding environment, blacks and women were
better off in the church than in the secular world. Third, the disciplinary
process did not appear to operate primarily as a white control device,
although, as a practical matter, the low number and percentage of slave
disciplines in Texas could perhaps be viewed as achieving the same result.
On the other hand, it could be argued that more blacks were not disciplined
because they were simply better Christians than whites. Or, perhaps, blacks
were held to a slightly less demanding moral code. The same argument
could be made in the case of gender, where fewer women than men were
disciplined. Finally, there appeared to be little change over time in regard
to the increase or decrease in the number or types of disciplinary actions
against blacks or whites, male or female, in Texas between 1833 and 1870.
In terms of the number of disciplinary cases in relation to church membership figures, neither women nor blacks were discriminated against in the
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church courts of antebellum Texas. If the quest was for equal justice in
the antebellum South, then the "moral courts" of the evangelical churches
were a lone sanctuary.
TABLI: 5
DISCIPLINARY CASES

Type of Case
Improper Conduct
Non-Attendance
Intoxication
Profanity
Miscellaneous
Dancing
Fraud, Theft, and Lying
Joining Another
Denomination
Fighting
Fornication
Adultery
Race Relations
Gambling
lHegitimate Births
Desertion of a Spouse
Unscriptural Marriage

Percent

Percentage of Respective
Offenses Committed By
Gender/Race

Total
Number

of
Total

White White Black Black
Males Females Males Females

41

18_5
16.2

36
34

24
22
18
16

9

15.3
10.8

10.0
8.1

7.2

14.6
19.4
0
8.3
27.3
55.6
18.8
55.6

2

1.0

2

1.0

33.4
66.7
20.0
66.7
66.7
100.0
50,0

0.5

100.0

6
5
3
3

4.0
2.7
2.3
1.3

70.7
72.2
91.2
87.5
63.7
33.4
56.2

1.3

9.8
2.8

3.9
5_6

8.8

0
4.2
4.5
5.5
12.5

0

4.5
5.5
12.5

40.0

11.O
0
0

0

33.3

0
0
50.0

33.3
0
0

0

0

0

0

°

0
33.3
40.0
0

0
0
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"LABORS OF THE PROFESSION":
THE LAW PRACTICE OF NATHANIEL HART DAVIS,
A TEXAS LAWYER, 1850-1882
by Brian Dirck

An odd little wooden structure stands near the center of the town
of Montgomery, Texas. The casual observer might mistake it for a barn
or storehouse, with its single door, small window, and lack of adornment.
A metal plaque identifies the building as the office of a mid-nineteenth
century attorney, Nathaniel Hart Davis. l
The door usually is locked. The Montgomery Historical Association
sometimes opens the building and Davis's adjacent house to the public,
but more often it stands closed to outsiders. The door remains closed in
a figurative way, as well. Nathaniel Davis practiced law for over thirty
years, yet we know little of what occurred inside this or any other law
office in frontier Texas.
There were many such offices in the Lone Star state. Lawyers flocked
to Texas throughout the nineteenth century. The state's growing population and expanding economy offered opportunities which resulted in what
one Texan termed an "oversupply of lawyers." The tiny town of
Clarksville alone boasted fourteen barristers in 1852. 2
The early Texas bar acquired an unsavory reputation. The state supposedly harbored the most incompetent and unscrupulous legal practitioners in the entire country. The Southern humorist. James Baldwin.
wrote of a fictional attorney, "Ovid Bolus, esq.," who cheated a client
of valuable real estate. "I can conceive of but one extenuation; Bolus was
on the lift for Texas, and the device was natural to qualify himself for
citizenship." Baldwin's tale was apocryphal, but laymen believed there
were many such men on the Texas frontier. 3
Texas attorneys were thought to be unversed in the letter of the law.
They read few law books and were entirely ignorant of legal precedent.
One observer contemptuously dismissed Texans as "cornstalk lawyers,"
the legal equivalent of medical quacks. Another suggested that a competent
attorney from the East could do well in Texas, since so many there were
"unreliable. " 4
These men preyed on the chaotic social and economic conditions of
frontier areas. The Texas attorney was an outsider, a predator, an exploiter of other's misfortunes. He earned his living from the inherent instability of the frontier, the litigation arising from widespread violence,
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squabbles over water and mineral rights, boundary disputes, bad land titles,
estate settlements, and unpaid debts. S
Texas farmers and businessmen disliked the lawyer because he did
not contribute to the state's development with real physical toil. He was
a sharp-witted speechmaker who honed his rhetorical skills in courtroom
harangues, but was not good for any "honest" work. T.R. Fehrenbach
wrote that the attorney brought "a whole frightening bag of tricks l l and
was "rarely cast in the role of hero" by Texas folklorists. 6
Were these impressions entirely accurate? Did they hold true for all,
or even a majority of Texas's frontier lawyers? Farmers, merchants,
travellers, writers, and other lay observers provided the lens through which
historians viewed the Texas attorney, when they chose to inspect him at
all. Lawyers themselves - their letters, speeches, diaries, and court records
- have been rarely consulted. The door to the Texas law office has remained closed largely because few scholars have tried to open it. 7
What did Nathaniel Davis do? What clients did he represent? What
cases did he litigate? Was he a semi-educated, bombastic opportunist who
took advantage of Texas's unstable social and economic environment?
Davis was a Southerner, born in Kentucky in 1815 and raised in
Alabama. While a young man he decided on a legal career. At the age
of twenty he apprenticed himself to his brother Hugh, an attorney in
Marion, Alabama. g

J

Whether an aspiring lawyer-to-be acquired competency at his trade
depended largely on the character and abilities of his instructor. 9 Hugh
took pains to ensure that his young charge was well prepared. Nathaniel's
notebook indicated an extensive reading list: not only standard texts (Coke,
Blackstone, and Chitty) but also treatises by Story and Kent, as well as
cases reported from various state courts and the United States Supreme
Court. Nathaniel later made a serious effort to master Spanish property
law, a handy skill in Texas. ID

..

Davis was enamored of the law books his brother-tutor instructed
him to read. He amassed a considerable collection of his own after his
admission to the bar. One list of purchases included Howard's law review,
Wheaton's treatise on international law, a volume summarizing the work
of the U.S. Court of Claims, and Paschal's digest of Texas law. l l

..

Davis prescribed a strict regimen of study for himself during his apprenticeship and afterwards. A typical schedule called for one hour of
Spanish language and legal study, "one hour at least" of reading Texas
and other court reports, and two hours of general legal reading per day.
This in addition to the preparation of cases, "answer[ing] business letters, writ[ing] business [and) prepar[ing) papers. "12

Davis was by nature a methodical, cautious man. "Never speak on
any Subject, till you have studied profoundly," he wrote, quoting
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Alexander Hamilton, "[t]ill you have mastered the Subject, so as to do
it justice. " This way of thinking pervaded his approach to the law as well
as public speaking. He cautiously and exhaustively prepared his cases, often
to the point of tedium and repetition. Hugh instilled these habits
early in his brother. I ]
Nathaniel Davis was admitted to the Alabama bar in January 1837. 14
Prospects for a young lawyer in that state apparently were not promising,
for within two years he emigrated westward to Texas. Davis is said to have
been persuaded in this decision by Sam Houston, whom he met on a New
Orleans steamboat. Houston painted a bright picture of the opportunities
'awaiting a good attorney in the Lone Star Republic, particularly one who
knew something of property and real estate law. 15
Davis settled in the raw little community of Montgomery, located in
southeast Texas. Montgomery was barely nine years old when he arrived.
The town was a collection of log houses and not much else. Montgomery
did not even have a courthouse, though land had been set aside for one. 16
Davis recorded in his journal, "I arrived in Montgomery, Texas on April
4, 1840, at eleven and one half 0' clock. " J 7
The barrister from Alabama did not immediately begin practicing law.
For the first several years he was preoccupied with helping his neighbors
create a home in the wilderness. He was Montgomery's first mayor, an
officer of the local militia, a notary public, a land commissioner, a Mason,
and a church leader. Davis also performed a lengthy stint as Montgomery's
justice-o f-the-peace. \8
Davis began practicing law full time in 1850. He specialized entirely
in civil law, perhaps in the belief that the two other attorneys in town
already possessed a monopoly on the criminal law trade. 19 Like so many
others of his profession, he began from the bottom up, handling simple,
mundane cases for law fees as he slowly built a clientele and a reputation.
Davis's first customers were primarily local citizens. Advertising was
out of the question, since Montgomery had no newspaper at the time.
He seems to have solicited business largely through personal contacts.
Many clients were neighboring farmers and merchants. Others were
acquaintances from Davis's days as justice-of~the-peace, such as William
Fowler, his court clerk.
Thirty-eight cases are extant from Davis's practice in 1850. These cases
were litigated for thirty-two different clients, indicating that many of them
were one-time-only customers. Only three men gave Davis any repeat
business. William Fowler, Alexander McGown (both would be lifelong
clients), and a local farmer named R.B. Martin. 20
Davis's clients were property holders, businessmen and farmers, who
were involved in various schemes to acquire more property. 21 Cash was
in short supply, so most business was conducted on credit. Davis collected
debts owed to his clients through these transactions. Thirty-seven of the
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thirty-eight cases in 1850 involved some form of debt collection, with Davis
almost always representing the plaintiff. 11
Much of this work involved real estate. In a typical case heard before
the state district court in July 1850, Davis represented Alexander McGown
in a suit involving a promissory note for land signed by William Simonton
and endorsed by John M. Lewis and Charles Lewis. Davis named Simonton and the Lewises as co-defendants in the suit. The note was valued at
$536.00; Davis and his clients sued for $1,000.00. The defendants denied
owing McGown anything at all, but Davis produced a copy of the note,
with their signatures, and won his case. 23
Land was not the only species of property involved in these debt cases.
Davis's clients sued over money owed for a variety of goods and services.
On one occasion, McGown hired him to sue Jason Ballew, claiming Ballew
owed him for boarding two black children. caring for his horse and saddle,
a quart of brandy, several dinners, and a cargo of animal fodder. Ballew
replied that such claims were "confused, indefinite and in law wholly
unsufficent." How the matter was resolved is unknown. 24
Usually Davis was able to prove that the debt in a given case was
legitimate. He produced promissory notes signed by the defendant, rendering a decision in his favor a foregone conclusion. The court then ordered
the county sheriff to seize the defendant's property, if any could be found,
and sell what was necessary to repay the debt. In one case, the court sold
thirty-seven hogs to cover a debt owed by William Fowler to J .A. Luter.
In another. the court took and sold a longhorn steer, 25

,

These seizures were somewhat uncommon. In ten of the thirty-seven
debt cases litigated by Davis, neither the defendant or his property could
be located. The state district court ruled in his favor, but found no property
to seize. Several other cases were never resolved; Davis served a subpoena
to the debtor, who promptly vanished. 2~ In frontier Texas a man who owed
money could easily skip town with his belongings and disappear. Travelling conditions were too poor and officials too few to chase them down. 27
The first year of full-time law practice was a hardscrabble existence
for Davis. He litigated short-term debt cases for a variety of clients. Few
of these cases lasted longer than one court term, and most involved clients
who asked for Davis' assistance only once. His earnings could not have
been great; he often received only a dollar for serving a subpoena to a
debtor who would never appear in court. 28

After 1850 Davis' business grew steadily. The young attorney was
a recognized town leader, a former mayor. militia officer, and judge. This
civic prominence no doubt helped attract new business. His connections
with Montgomery's propertied class, the men and women with whom he
built the little town, also contributed to his prosperity. Davis was earning
a comfortable living by the middle of the 18505. Records show that from
1856 to 1858 he often earned $100 a month from his profession, a good
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salary by contemporary standards. 29
Business was so good that Davis asked his brother James to join him
as a law partner. Twelve years younger, James received his training in
Alabama, probably in Hugh Davis' law office, and was admitted to that
state's bar in 1848. He tried to establish a practice in rural Mississippi,
but prospects looked brighter on the Texas frontier, so James moved west
in early 1856. He continued as Nathaniel's partner for over thirty years. 309
There are forty-seven extant cases from January 1860 to the beginning
of the Civil War. They reveal a stable, well-run business. In many ways
these were the best years of Davis' professional career as a respected and
prosperous middle-class lawyer.
His clients did not differ in class or background froin ten years earlier.
Davis continued to represent property holders, such as James Price, a wellto-do Montgomery farmer and physician, or Peter Willis, a wealthy merchant. Most were local townspeople, although three of his customers
resided in nearby Washington County, one in Houston, and one in
Galveston. 31
Debt collection continued to be Davis' chief service. Twenty-four of
the forty-seven cases involved this sort of action. Many were still relatively
simple, involving direct default on a promissory note. The amounts in
question varied from $17 to over $6,000 owed for several tracts of land.
In a typical case decided in the fall of 1860, Davis' client, Abner Womack,
sued J .R. Dupree for failing to honor a $400 note. Dupree could not be
found (a frequent occurrence, as in 1850), and since Davis produced the
note as evidence, the court ruled in his client's favor. 32
Such cases differed little from the debt litigation of 1850. But some
of his debt-related work was more complicated than tcn years previously.
Montgomery was no longer a marginal establishment in the wilderness.
By the eve of the Civil War, it was a permanent thriving community with
several mills and retail stores, as well as extensive agriculture and ranching.
The types of debts its citizens incurred, and the property on which they
were owed, reflected a more developed, complex economy. 3l
Five cases centered around probate issues. The men and women who
founded Montgomery were growing old and dying by 1860. Many left large
estates and often large debts. In November 1860, Davis represented the
executors of the estate of Alexander McGown. A man named Foster
claimed a variety of property from McGown's heirs: a horse, mule, several
beds and other furniture, as well as several outstanding debts. Foster also
claimed part ownership of several parcels of land and a slave named Lund.
After a lengthy deliberation, the state district court divided the land between Foster and Davis' clients, and awarded Lund to Foster. Ownership
of the other property was still in doubt, however, and the case languished
in court through the Civil War and into the 18705. No resolution was ever
recorded. 34
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Probate cases were complicated, prolonged affairs, often involving
many separate transactions which took place over long periods of time.
The deceased often kept poor records, and executors were confronted with
a variety of claims on the finite sources of the estate. It is revealing to
note that, of the five probate cases litigated by Davis in 1860-1861, only
two were completed. The other three lingered on the state district court
docket for years without final resolution. 35
Another form of debt collection pursued by Davis during this period
involved the most vexing form of "property" known in the antebellum
South: slaves. Davis personally disliked slavery, once declaring that bondage. with ignorance and guilt, "constitute the sum total of human misfortune. "36 Nevertheless, the "peculiar institution" was a steady source of
business.

.'

Davis litigated five cases involving slaves in 1860-1861. Four concerned
money owed to Davis' clients for hiring slaves out. The other case required
the attorney, representing William Fowler's widow, to fend off the claim
of a local rancher, Willifort Cartwright, who sued the estate for the value
of a slave mortgage. 37
Slave cases were often no different from other litigation involving
"property," but sometimes the fact that a human bondsman was involved
in a given transaction complicated matters considerably. Peter Willis "hired
out" a slave carpenter named Hector to William Arnold, a local farmer,
in the winter of 1856. Davis drafted the hire contract for Willis, which
required Arnold to "treat [Hector] well, and to put him to no work more
dangerous to his life or health than working a farm or common carpenting. n Arnold was not "to take [him), suffer or allow him to go out of
the county." He agreed to pay Willis a bond of $6000 if Hector were not
returned at the end of the hiring period. 3S

."

Hector took matters into his own hands and ran away_ He travelled
to Guadalupe County where one of his former owners lived, a farmer
named Elizabeth Johnson. Johnson had announced her intention to
reclaim Hector, legally or not. Her brother Telephus lived near Montgomery, and there was strong evidence that he had enticed Hector to run
away.39
Davis' client, Peter Willis, sued William Arnold for the value of the
slave and the bond. Davis lost the case in the fall of 1860 after a lengthy
court battle. The district judge ruled that Willis should have told Arnold
of Elizabeth Johnson's claim to Hector; without such information, Arnold
could not have known that extra precautions were needed to keep the
carpenter in the county. Willis was unable either to collect the bond money
or recover Hector. 40
This was a ruling unique to slave "property." Willis would not have
been required to furnish Arnold with such information for a wagon, horse,
or cow. The inescapable fact in this dispute was that Hector was a human
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being who could, on his own volition, become more than inanimate
"property" by running away. As the attorney who drafted the hire contract, Davis did not foresee this and take what the court deemed proper
precautions by warning Arnold of Johnson's claim. Nor was he able to
force payment of the hire bond from Arnold. Slave property issues could
be complex and unpredictable, as Willis' attorney learned to his regret.

..

Davis' business in 1860-1861 included non-debt related cases. Chief
among these was land litigation. Real estate often appeared in his debt
practice. But in 1860-1861 there were six cases concerning disputes over
land in which no promissory note was involved. These were contests concerning clear title to a tract of land. In one case, two Montgomery farmers
claimed a 125-acre plot situated between their two homesteads. Davis'
client, James Lynch, sued his neighbor, George Matthews, for possession
of the tract. But the two litigants and their attorneys arranged a satisfactory
out-of-court settlement which divided the land into two parcels. When
the case was brought before the district court in April 1861, Davis' only
task was to record the survey marks. 41

t
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Davis also handled three divorce cases in 1860-1861. He represented
physician James Price, who successfully sued his wife for desertion under
Texas' divorce statute. 41 He also represented Matilda Burden, who sued
her husband John, again for desertion. Matilda had lived apart from John
for several years. When the county sheriff seized a flock of sheep belonging
to the couple to pay her absent spouse's debts, Matilda asked Davis if
it were possible to forestall the seizure. He advised her not to attempt such
a suit~ which she could not possibly win while still married to John. 43
Mrs. Burden thereupon hired Davis to sue her husband for divorce.
He failed to appear in court, and the judge peremptorily granted Matilda's
request, after which a jury convened to dispose of the ex-couple's property.
Their 177-acre farm was divided, but Matilda was awarded everything else:
household goods, several hogs, horses, cattle, and oxen, as well as a slave
woman named Hannah. 44
Davis represented some local citizens for unusual purposes. In the
fall of 1860, Robert Simonton asked the lawyer to petition the local district
court to alter a local pathway called the Danville road. Simonton wanted
the road to run south rather than north of his land. Davis tried, but the
court refused his request. There was little technical work involved; Simonton turned to Davis because, as a lawyer, he knew how to work within
the system, even if the task required little legal expertise. 4s
Non-debt cases such as Simonton's were relatively uncommon in
Davis' work during this period, but they do indicate a more diverse business
than in 1850. His practice had grown considerably, and with growth came
a variety of labors.
By 1860, Davis' energies were no longer exclusively focused on
locating errant debtors. Other work called for his attention which did not
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require flowery oratory, debating prowess, or other trial skills associated
by the public with a successful law practice.
Gathering information was a time-consuming and difficult task. Many
cases required Davis to find and question witnesses, who often lived far
away from Montgomery. Travelling conditions were uniformly wretched
throughout the state, so Davis could not realistically expect a witness to
appear personally in court. The Montgomery attorney instead tried to
obtain a written deposition. He prepared a written questionaire and mailed
it to the court clerk of the county in which a potential witness was thought
to reside. Davis depended on the local clerk or some other court official
to locate the witness, question him or her, notarize the completed questionaire, and return it to him in time for the trial.
Davis was at the mercy of these distant functionaries. Sometimes they
proved reliable, sometimes not. They were under no obligation to comply
with his wishes. One clerk wrote that he was unable to aid Davis because
no one was willing to write down the answers to his questions. Another
informed him that the person he sought could not be found. Many simply
returned the unanswered interrogatory with no explanation at all. 46
Davis was compelled to write out what he normally would have done
otherwise in a courtroom; as a result, his questionaires were often lengthy
and detailed. Davis was a methodical and painstaking lawyer. and since
he possessed only one chance to Question a witness, he tried to cover all
eventualities by asking many questions. Preparing these documents, mailing them, and trying to ensure that they were filled out properly was
probably Davis' most time-consuming work.

"

Other out-of-court labors called for Davis' attention. He often acted
as a real estate broker, buying and selling land for land speculators such
as Edward Greenway, who hired Davis to purchase several choice tracts
of land in 1856. The attorney attended sheriff's sales in counties all over
Texas, buying real estate for Greenway, recording the deeds, and later
supervising the resale of these lands, at a handsome profit for his client.
The work was grueling. Davis wrote Greenway that one sale was "over
200 miles from us and we shall have to go horseback through such a country, at this season of the year ... our Winter has been so bad that we have
concluded to wait until it breaks before we have the lands sold." Davis
asked for, and received, a generous sum for this work; Greenway eventually paid Davis over $800 in fees and expenses. 47
Probate cases involved the Montgomery attorney in all sorts of odd
jobs. As noted earlier, the settlement of an estate could prove very complicated. Davis old friend and court clerk, William Fowler, left a great
deal of unfinished business for the attorney. Fowler died in 1954, and Davis
was named as one of the executors of his estate. 48
Merely listing Fowler's assets - land, sheep, cattle, etc. liabilities - creditors demanding payment 0 f outstanding debts -

and
was
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a monumental task which occupied Davis for years. The liabilities outnumbered the assets. A.M. Branch was a typical correspondent, querying
Davis in April 1860, "Will you please say when I can expect a payment
on the note of W.H. Fowler to J. Roberts due 1 May, 1860 [?} The old
man begins to want his money .... ' ~.9
Davis also was expected to care for Fowler's property until it could
be sold. A man named A.H. Mason wrote the lawyer from Huntsville,
informing him" I have been acting as agent for W.H. Fowler in looking
out and to keep off trespassers from cutting Wood from his land near
town. I don't believe the wood can be saved." Mason asked, "would it
not be well to sell the wood at so much a [sic] chord and let it all be cut
off?"SO Such decisions were Davis' responsibility, and they plagued him
for years. Indeed, the Fowler case was a lifelong burden; the estate was
not settled until after Davis died. H
The Montgomery attorney often performed tasks which were only
indirectly related to courtroom proceedings. He worked hard to educate
himself in legal precedent and theory, and he prepared his trial arguments
thoroughly and cautiously.52 But he devoted more effort to those duties
which were not as conspicuously associated with the practice of law:
locating debtors, finding and questioning witnesses, buying and selling
property, and so forth.

.
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By the eve of the Civil War, Davis was no longer exclusively a debt
collector seeking his niche in Montgomery's legal market. He had found
his place as a competent civil law attorney. His practice remained somewhat
specialized. dealing in debt and property matters. But within these areas
Davis litigated a much wider variety of cases, touching on probate, slaves,
real estate, and divorce.
His practice was affected profoundly by the war. Davis had been one
of Montgomery's foremost annexationists during the days of the Republic,
fighting hard to have Texas admitted to the Union. 53 He was, therefore,
loath to see that Union dissolved. Davis campaigned for the short-lived
Constitutional-Union Party during the election of 1860, helping to draft
a resolution calling for loyalty to the United States and the Constitution. 54
When Abraham Lincoln was elected, Davis chose to stay in Texas,
rather than flee northward with other Southern nonconformists. He
possessed strong ties to Montgomery. a town he had helped create. Davis
was also probably reluctant to move his growing family: he had married
in 1851, and was raising two children, with a third on the way. He remained in Montgomery throughout the Civil War. 1S
Davis' law practice was severely curtailed. From April 1861 until
December 1862, only nineteen cases litigated by Davis are extant. These
were almost all debt matters, with a few other cases involving slave hire,
probate, and land disputes. There are no surviving cases litigated by him
after 1862 until the end of the war. though his financial records indicate
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that he continued to practice law sporadically during that time. 56
With fewer clients and cases, Davis' income dropped. Before 1861
he could expect to earn at least $] 00 a month, but during the war he often
earned a third of that amount, or even less. On occasion he was paid much
more, gathering almost $300 from his practice in one month. But since
many of his fees were necessarily paid in Confederate scrip, the value of
those dollars was doubtful. Small wonder that he often took barter, such
as severa] bales of wool, in payment for his services. 57
Such privation ended with the war. After Appomattox, Davis' practice entered a brief period of prosperity that equaled his pre-war business.
Between April 1865 and January 1868, he litigated at least ninety-eight
cases. 5 &
Over half were debt cases. Much of this business concerned pre-war
debts. The Confederate states, including Texas, passed debtor relief laws
during the war to protect the fragile Southern economy and the men away
in the army. These laws made debt collection difficult. It is doubtful in
any case that creditors were eager to collect what was owed them in deflated
Confederate scrip. ~l

I~
I

After the war creditors clamored for payment, and attorneys such
as Davis reaped profits from their business. In a typical case litigated in
February 1867, Davis sued George H. Vilz on behalf of Jonathan Haggerty for a $135 debt owed to Haggerty since 1862. [n another, he
represented Peter Willis for a small debt owed him by a local Montgomery
citizen. 60
The war affected his post-Appomattox practice in interesting ways.
Davis litigated many cases in which the debt was tabulated not in dollars,
but in pounds of cotton. In the failing Confederate economy, many
Southerners reverted to a barter system, with cotton as the medium of
exchange. A typical promissory note required the cotton "to be well packed, in good merchantable condition" and delivered to a factor in
Galveston. In one such matter, Davis represented a local farmer, E.E.
Byrd, who sued the executors of A.J. Davis' estate for non-payment of
four cotton bales. The courts treated these cases as no different from
payments in specie. 6 1
Several of Davis clients sued for debts owed on slave-related matters.
Davis represented the plaintiff in two of these cases. In the third, Davis
himself was the defendant. Calvin Brooks sued the attorney for failing
to pay him several bales of cotton in return for hiring' 'two negroes, Greene
and Caroline." In another case, Davis represented James Woods, an
overseer who sued his former employer for over $100 in back wages. 62

-~

.

The freedmen themselves were a new source of business for Davis.
In an unusual case, an ex-slave asked him "to procure an apprenticeship"
for himself and his three stepchildren. The records are vague concerning
the details of this case. Apparently Davis was asked to sue a local citizen
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over apprenticeships which were promised to the freedmen but never
delivered. Davis wrote, "if the matter is settled before the court my fee
[is] $10 - if out [of court] $25." The different fees reflect the ex-slaves'
desire to avoid publicly suing a white man in open court before an allwhite jury. Davis seems to have settled the matter without a lawsuit, for
no court decision was recorded. 63
Most black Southerners found the months following Appomattox
trying and difficult, particularly in their dealings with the legal system.
The judges and court officials in Texas during Presidential Reconstruction were almost exclusively former Confederates. They excluded blacks
from juries, blocked prosecution of cases involving white violence against
blacks, and otherwise bolstered white supremacy. Complaints from the
state's Republican Party members were so numerous that by August 1867,
Congress instructed the military authorities in Texas to remove these men
and appoint loyal Unionist Republicans in their place. 64
Davis was a Republican l having joined the party after Appomattox. He
noted that "the war abolished slavery ... and necessity [and] general principles made the freedman a citizen. n6l This outcome did not displease the
Unionist attorney, who was an early post-war supporter of black suffrage. 66

t" _
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Davis was a logical choice for the bench during the statewide overhaul.
He was urged to accept the post of state district judge by a close friend
and fellow Republican, who wrote, "1 know you can take the oath, you
never saw the day but that you sympathized with the U.S. n He also appealed to Davis economic needs. "At your time of life and a growing
family I know you would be happier with a comfortable salary than the
labors of the profession."67
l

Davis assumed the post of Texas district court judge for the Eleventh
District of Texas in the winter of 1868. 6B He remained on the bench for
three years. His brief tenure as a Republican-appointed judge was rewarding, but uncomfortable. There were rumors that a petition was being circulated to oust him from office, for unspecified reasons. He wrote an
anxious letter to Governor Edmund J. Davis in March 1870, asking if his
removal was imminent. Governor Davis reassured him that "no petition
has been received at this office. "69
Nevertheless, Davis was not re-appointed to the bench in the spring
of 1870. He returned home to Montgomery in August. His brother James
had taken over the practice during his absence. Davis looked forward to
resuming his work as an attorney. "I found that my general health improved," he wrote. and believed that he returned to the bar "with (as far
as I know and believe) as good prospects as when I quit."'° In this he
was mistaken.
Davis was fifty-five years old when he returned to his law office. While
he continued to practice law as he entered old age, his business steadily
declined.

.
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There were probably many reasons for this. The postwar boom in
legal business had ended by the beginning of the 18705. Most of the
outstanding wartime debts owed by local citizens had been settled. Davis
also faced greater competition; at least three more attorneys arrived in
Montgomery during the war to share in the growing town's legal market. 71
Many of his old customers had died during or after the war, and Davis'
scalawagism no doubt rendered problematic any attempt to build a new
following. 72

I

The Montgomery attorney's practice was dominated by one customer
after 1870: Peter Willis. Willis was an old friend and client who had settled
in Montgomery in the 1840s. A wealthy plantation owner with many slaves,
Willis gave up agriculture in the 1850s and moved to Galveston, where
he established a lucrative dry goods firm with his brother Robert. 7]
One observer described the Willis store as being ~'of colossal proportions, t l transacting business involving millions of dollars allover
Texas. 74 Willis and Bro. experienced considerable difficulty in collecting
payment for their merchandise. Customers moved, or died, or simply
refused to pay. The ease with which Texas debtors could elude their
creditors before the war continued into the 1870s and 1880s.
The firm spent a good deal of time and money in court trying to collect what was due them. They brought lawsuits in Galveston, Washington,
Harris, and Robertson counties, as well as Montgomery. Davis was their
representative in Montgomery. but he was only one of several attorneys
retained by the Willis brothers. B
Davis litigated over one hundred cases for the Willis store during his
career. Most occurred after the war, especially early in the 1870s. This
business was almost entirely debt-related. 76 Willis' debt cases were little
different from any other litigation. In a typical matter decided in late 1872,
Davis and Willis sued M.e. Goldthwaite of Montgomery for the value
of the promissory note. Davis won this case for his client. as he won most
such cases. These were routine matters for the Montgomery attorney, differing little from the debt cases which had dominated his practice for over
two decades. 77
When Peter Willis died in 1873, Davis' business with the firm slackened. He litigated several cases during the middle 18708 for Willis and Bro.,
but most of this work had been pending since the beginning of the decade. 78
By 1880, Davis was nearing retirement. His account book for that
year listed twenty cases. A surprising number were divorce cases - approximately thirty percent. 19 In the last years of his practice, he turned
to divorce as his primary area of specialization to replace the debt litigation which largely disappeared after Peter Willis' death. In one such case,
Davis represented Mary Paulins, who sued her husband for divorce in
September 1880 for desertion. Davis declared that Marty had been "a good
and faithful wife," and that the defendant had "without cause voluntarily
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abandoned her ... [declaring] to different persons that he never intended
to return." The district court sympathized, and granted Davis' client a
divorce. 80
This was the only divorce case completed by Davis. All of the other
pending suits were dismissed in 1882 when he retired. Of the twenty cases
in 1880, which included several land and probate matters along with
divorce litigation, fourteen were never resolved. ~ \
The attorney was sixty-eight when he retired. A photograph of him
at this time showed an unbent, dignified man with balding head and a
knee-length white beard. 82 Davis had acquired several tracts of land over
the years: two town lots in Montgomery, a 6OO-acre farm, a 500-acre plot,
and other similiar tracts in the area. ~3 "Bob Hamilton farming on Eldridge
place which I have bought," he noted in one expense book. 84 Davis hired
out his land to be farmed by others and lived on the profits during his
retirement. He did not return to the practice of law before his death in
October 1893. &S
When we open the door to Nathaniel Davis' law office, we find a
scene which is quite different from what might have been expected. His
office was filled with law books and treatises. Thorough preparation and
familiarity with legal precedent were lessons instilled in Davis from his
earliest days. He was no semi-educated "cornstalk lawyer."
Davis' office was the center of his practice, not the courtroom. He
was an effective public speaker, able to express himself "in a very feeling
and lucid manner," according to one observer. 86 But speechmaking was
not his most important or time-consuming labor. Davis' oratorical ability
was secondary to his out-of-court work.
This work reveals a practice devoted to promoting and maintaining
economic stability. Davis did not exploit frontier chaos: far from it. His
debt collection work nurtured confidence in an otherwise shaky credit
system. Creditors needed to be reasonably sure they would either be paid
or compensated for their expenses if the system were to function at all.
As a probate attorney, Davis concluded a great many unfinished transactions began by his deceased clients, and participated in the equitable
distribution of large amounts of property and land. As a purchasing agent
for men such as Edward Greenway, the Montgomery attorney acted as
a land broker in an era preceding the existence of a specialized real estate
profession.
These were not the actions of a legal predator. Davis was not a man
"with a whole frightening bag of tricks." He functioned as an integral
part of his society, filling several important economic roles. He greased
the wheels of Montgomery's economic machinery, ensuring their
(reasonably) smooth operation.
Nathaniel Davis was only one lawyer among many who practiced in
nineteenth-century Texas. He mayor may not have been representative
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of his profession. At the very least, it is hoped that an examination of
his career may stimulate others to pry open the doors of other law offices
in Texas history.
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HESITANT RECOGNITION:
TEXAS BLACK POLITICIANS, 1865·1900
by Barry A. Crouch

In his recent novel Texas, James A. Michener creates a scenario where
the governor establishes a task force to "snap'l the Lone Star State "to
attention regarding its history." Instructed to compile a list of seven ethnic
groups whose "different cultural inheritances
had contributed
significantly to the state's history, it was to investigate the antecedents
of each group. Blacks were fifth on the task force's agenda, described
as being the "great secret of Texas history," their background "muted"
and their "contributions to the historical development of the state
denied. J Although writing fiction, Michener clearly recognized the absence
of blacks in past writings about Texas history.
H

..

H

~-

Peculiarly, the Lone Star state, although its background and history
are unique, has not attracted many individuals who want to explain the
complex nature of black history in Texas. Alwyn Barr summarized the
status of blacks throughout Texas history when he wrote that the "roles
of black people in the development of Texas have been signficant since
the sixteenth century, with the greatest influence in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries when blacks formed from 10 to 30 percent of the
population. There is cause for optimism. Since 1950, Barr continues,
"a growing number of black and white historians have begun to present
a more complex and sensitive understanding of institutions within the black
community, as well as a more objective view of efforts to attain equal
treatment." As a result, the "quantity and quality of writing on black
Texans during recent years is impressive" but many topics deserve additional attention. 2
ll

What we now require, Barr contends, are "broad studies of slavery,
racial ideas, religious activities and beliefs, fraternal groups, and roles of
women." Other important topics for further consideration would be
"sports, violence, migration, and urbanization."3 Some of the gaps are
being filled but the Texas black population of the last century still require
incisive analysis into their social and political behavior, how they voted,
and how the individuals they elected to office performed in their tenure
in the state legislature. Here it is useful to provide a brief summary of
the published material that is available on the history of black Texans in
the latter third of the nineteenth century.
Even for the years following the Civil War when blacks first became
free and organized politically, books on Texas blacks are scarce. With
the exception of Carl M. Moneyhon's book on Reconstruction
Republicanism, which includes an extensive discussion of blacks and their
interaction with the Republican Party, little significant information has
Barry A. Crouch teaches a Gallaudet University, Washington D.C.
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been printed. The University of Texas Press published Moneyhon's study
in 1980, but no book focusing on Texas blacks in the years from 1865
to 1874, or even later, no matter the theme, has been published under the
aegis of an outstanding or well-known press in the past fifteen years. Now
almost two decades old, there is only one general history of how and
through what means black Texans contributed to the state's development. 4
This is not an imposing compendium.
One can persuasively argue that the best overall perspective of Texas
during the immediate post-Civil War era is a doctoral dissertation completed in 1971. The intervening years have produced five books which concentrate solely on some phase of the Texas black experience from 1865
to 1900. Although black political participation is discussed in morc detail
than perhaps any other subject, there is much we do not know about how
these individuals worked within the system or how they related to the blackand-white communities they served. In addition, a general survey delineates
their political role in a wider cultural context but because it is an overview the contribution of Texas blacks to political development is slighted. 5
Recent scholarship on the black community in the postwar South.
and specifically Texas, falls into two camps: (I) the new social historians.
who tell the story of Texas' blacks from their own perspective with a great
deal of sympathy; and (2) the new political historians. who have abandoned the Dunning view of Reconstruction for a more sympathetic treatment of the hostile climate and sensitive issues faced by black politicians
and their white allies. Yet the latter historians, who often employ prosopography, or collective biography, are critical of urban, middle-class
black politicians for failing to meet the needs of their rural, lowcr~class
constituents. 6 With some exceptions relating to their background, once
we meet these individuals they seem to be quite like all other politicians
in safeguarding the interests of themselves and those whom they served.
At the lowest common denominator, we direly need biographical
sketches of almost every elected Texas black official in the nineteenth century. The lesser political officers, those who occupied positions as district
clerks, as did Johnson Reed of Galveston, or those holding elective offices such as sheriffs, justices of the peace, inspectors of hides and animals,
and constables (who accounted for most of the elected black officials from
1870 to 1900) are barely known and should become part of a composite
picture of black leaders who integrated themselves into the Texas political
arena. Useful studies of local Reconstruction leaders and their influence
would undoubtedly aid in presenting a composite picture of all nineteenthcentury Texas black politicians. 7
A true pioneer in this regard is Donald G. Nieman. Combining politics
and criminal justice, he argues that blacks influenced the system in a
number of ways. Focusing upon Washington County blacks. who comprised approximately fifty-two percent of the county population between
1860 and 1890, he not only points out which political positions blacks could
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contend for, but how they were organized in the county, who the candidates were with some background, and which whites they supported in
various elections. Nieman has given us a careful and highly revealing look
at the political and judicial awareness of postwar Texas in a major county
which ranked first in the state in number of black inhabitants.
Although they "did not win a share of county offices equal to their
percentage of the population, and no black man received the party's
nomination for the powerful positions of sheriff, district judge, or county
judge," Nieman writes, they nevertheless were "not excluded from the
spoils." Winning most of the Republican nominations for the state
legislature during the 1870s and 1880s, blacks also "secured the party's
nomination for such county-wide offices as clerk of court and treasurer."
As Republican political organizations evolved over the decades and the
party relied even more heavily upon black voters, they continued to elect
black politicians to local and state offices. Later, they consistently won
two of the fOUf available seats on the county commission. 8 What Nieman
has done is probably impossible for every Texas county with a significant
postwar black population. What is required, however, before we can do
much at this level, is an interpretive monograph which synthesizes and
analyzes those blacks who served in the state legislature.

.'

Texas certainly needs a large scale synthesis of those black politicians
who served their state in the latter third of the nineteenth century. The
recent appearance of a book focusing upon Texas black politicians during
this era provides an opportunity to explore in depth what we do and do
not know about these individuals. How do these black lawmakers compare in background, experience, and characteristics to their brethren in
other states during the Reconstruction years and after? Merline Pitre argues
that "we still do not know very much about these [Texas] black legislators
who served the state from 1868 to 1898." It is interesting to compare the
geographical size of the two legislative districts. Colorado and Lavaca
counties each comprised a 950 square-mile area whereas Galveston County
was less than one-half the size of either at 430 square miles. 9
Unfortunately, the information we do possess about these mostly
unknown figures appears with alarming frequency and thus, little new
material has been forthcoming. A few of the more prominent black Texans
who were elected to state office, or who were major political party figures,
have received excellent treatment. Lesser known individuals, however,
largely have been passed over. Even some of the most important black
politicians have been written about only cursorily or need new explorations into their background and career. The least we can now expect is
reliable information on the more important and well-known black
politicos. We also need to know what type of origins, especially slave or
free, from which these men emerged. Once they became elected officials,
how did they perceive their commitment to their black constituents?
Moreover, although Texas was predominantly rural, there was a major
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difference between those representing more urbanized areas, such as
George T. Ruby of Galveston, as compared to a more isolated and village
mentality situation of someone such as Benjamin F. Williams (the tallest
of all Twelfth Legislature members) who served Lavaca and Colorado
counties. In 1870, Galveston was a town of about 4,000 (the county comprised a total of 15,289 people; 3,236 blacks and 12,053 whites), and
Williams' two counties combined had a total population of 17,494 inhabitants, split between 11,086 whites and 6,408 blacks. 10 It certainly would
aid our understanding of black lawmakers if we had some idea of the types
of black communities they represented. Again, most were agriculturally
based with blacks performing a majority of the farming labor, but clearly,
as the above demonstrates, they did not all exhibit uniform characteristics.
What is. now necessary is a composite analysis of the legislators.
Basically, we have some background on several black assemblymen, but
the material presented by Pitre in her survey has little that is new to
historians of Texas. A necessary corrective would be an overview of blackwhite political relations over the last three and a half decades of the nineteenth century. Pitre, whose book is the first in five decades to deal solely
with black politicians, provides a biographical pastiche of most of the
legislators who served between 1868 and 1900, but focuses upon five
legislators. For these chosen five she indicates her interpretation of them
by providing descriptive and character assessment subtitles after their
names, suggesting what motivated them in their political careers. All bases
are covered as we get a militant, a party loyalist, an opportunist, an accommodationist, and a "climber of sorts." II
Three of the newer prosopographical frameworks applied by
historians such as Thomas Holt to the South Carolina legislators and by
Barr and Barry A. Crouch to the Texas assemblymen are also helpful in
a general way in understanding the background and status of Texas black
legislators of the last century. What is required, as this essay attempts to
develop, is the employment of collective biographical techniques which
explore in greater detail Texas biracial politics, beginning with the end
of the Civil War. Although blacks did not vote until Congress assumed
control of Reconstruction in 1867 l they did begin to organize their communities as soon as freedom became a reality.
It is important to understand the individual and collective behavior
of these black legislators. For example, consider the five black politicians
Pitre chose for "a preview." Undoubtedly they were influential, prominent, and diverse. Ruby, the previously mentioned black Galvestonian,
who is well-known and much studied in historical circles, serves as a brief
case study. Although significant, and Pitre's essay on Ruby is an adequate
summary, he has been the subject of much attention by historians. Without
question the fullest and most interpretative examination of Ruby is
Moneyhon's detailed and critical examination of Texas' most famous
Reconstruction black politicians in Southern Black Leaders. In addition,
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there are two other journal articles on Ruby, plus additional material in
other essays, which are also quite satisfactory. 12
Using Pitre as a launching point to discuss and compare black
legislators reveals what we do and do not know about many of these politicians. For example, she has chapters on Matthew Gaines and Robert L.
Smith two men whose careers spanned the whole era of black political
participation (1868-1900) in the state legislature. Although Gaines (one
of the shortest men in the Twelfth Legislature at five feet tall) remained
an often mentioned but unexplored black enigma, Ann Patton Malone
left little unsaid in her careful and probing insights into the most radical
of Texas blacks.!l Robert L. Smith surely one of the most important latter nineteenth-century black politicos, has received much less attention.
Any future investigator of Smith must use the Booker T. Washington
Papers at the Library of Congress, which will surely add a new dimension to Smith's career. His correspondence with the "Wizard of Tuskegee"
was quite extensive and more sharply delineates his role in the Texas black
community. 1 4
l

l

Blacks' 'held the ace card of the Republican party [sic] in their hand, "
states Pitre. Providing the basic support for the newly established Texas
organization, blacks not only "had votes" but numerical "power" as well.
Pitre believes that where blacks and the political arena are discussed, one
should always distinguish between "sources," "bases," and "exercise"
of power. Potential sources of power, according to Pitre's survey of black
lawmakers, such as "voting, holding office, favorable population distribution, economics, and wealth," were in themselves "passive and inert."
They might be "converted into real power only when appropriate means
for operationalizing them are available and utilized." In her estimation.
blacks failed to "operationalize."! ~
A specific instance in the life of Norris Wright Cuney exemplifies
Pitre's belief of how blacks missed opportunities to utilize their newly won
power. In 1877 a wildcat strike occurred among the black railroad workers
in Galveston. Wages, the black laborers complained, were so low they
could not support their families. According to Pitre, "some white leaders,"
who are not identified, "urged blacks to press the railroad company for
damage[s] and use violence if necessary to get what they wanted." Cuney
counseled otherwise, stating force would not aid their cause and troops
from Houston would simply quell the protest. Allegedly he told blacks
to return home and accept whatever wage they could get the following
day. "Although enraged," writes Pitre, "blacks dispersed peacefully."
Pitre cites two reasons for Cuney's action. One possibility is that "he
was working for white employers who wanted blacks to return to work."
The second is that Cuney, "being a climber of sorts," was "trying to
establish himself as a leader of these urban blacks." Neither answer seems
entirely satisfactory, although Pitre claims that "an analysis of this period
reveals" that the "actions of black leaders were impacted upon by whites."
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Perhaps Cuney was attempting to avoid what would have been a virtual
bloodbath for blacks, consequently making efforts to negotiate behind
the scenes. A state Democratic administration, hostile to blacks, would
not have been reluctant to follow such a policy of calling in armed troops
since this had occurred in other areas. Cuney dearly understood that he
was not negotiating from the strongest of positions, so he had to be most
tactful in trying to avoid violence. 16

•

Cuney needs much further analysis than Pitre could allot to him. He
was unquestionably a complex and gifted individual. As the most important black Republican in post-Reconstruction Texas, he has not received
the historical attention that his importance warrants. This black Galvestonian (carrying on the tradition of Ruby), who led the Texas Republican
Party from 1883 to 1896, and described by the biographer of Governor
1ames Stephen Hogg as one of the "greatest political leaders in Texas,
still needs a solid monograph. Even a long essay would be welcomed. The
source material on Cuney is scattered, diverse, and not readily accessible.
There is no large body of Cuney papers. Moreover Cuney probably has
been written about second only to Ruby, but to date his career has defied
a full analysis.
ft

l

Pitre identifies Cuney as a "climber." He was certainly that and more.
Ambitious and politically astute, recent analyses provide no clearer perception of Cuney or the times within which he functioned than was heretofore
available. There is much more to be known about this black Texas powerbroker. After saying all this, it should be noted that Cuney was never
elected to the state legislature. His position as collector of customs for
the Port of Galveston gave him considerable influence in recommending
and dispensing offices to selected individuals. Because of his power, the
white leaders of the Republican Party respected Cuney and often listened
to his advice. Until something better appears. we will have to be satisfied
with Virginia Neal Ninze's master's thesis written in 1965. 17
The same difficulties are present with other legislators and politicians,
although less is known about them. Richard Allen is a prime example of
an intriguing individual who first became prominent during the turbulent
years of Reconstruction but whose background is somewhat muddled. His
role and status in local, state, and national Republican and convention
politics is not altogether certain. Pitre, in her recent survey of black
legislators, has attempted to fashion the notion that the Houstonian was
above all "an opportunist." That he may have been, but surely there was
more to his character and philosophy than simply getting ahead. Allen
might be described more aptly as a "survivor" because he was able to
continue his political participation longer than any other nineteenth-century
black leader.
Allen is a particularly fascinating individual both because of the area
from which he was eleeted and because of his longevity (relatively speaking)
in Texas politics. Born a slave in Virginia in the latter 1820s, he became
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a skilled artisan and was also literate. In the early years of Reconstruction (he was from a predominantly white district in Harris County). he
served on the county voter registration board, as a Union League organizer,
and filled Republican Party convention offices during these years. As a
contractor, he had, "by his industry and enterprise," purchased a "comfortable home" for his family. A member of the Radical wing of the
Republicans, Allen supported the interests of black voters and promoted
a black labor convention in 1869.
Allen succeeded in having two Houston organizations incorporated,
the Gregory Institute for black children and the Drayman's Savings Club.
In the legislature he joined an informal club of Radicals whose purpose
was to prevent the governor from vetoing bills which provided government aid to railroads. He ended his political career as an at-large delegate
to the Republican national convention in 1896, the last political participant of the original Reconstruction legislators. 18 Allen's career and those
of his political brethren need more amplitude. In short, we continue to
be unenlightened about the lesser known black politicians, particularly
their social environment, but what we already know reappears with little
new additional information. It is time to move beyond these individuals
and explore others more intensively.
Although information is limited on many of these state politicians,
Pitre attempts a composite and comparative analysis of the forty-two (actually there were forty-three) nineteenth century black Texas legislators
and the ten who served in the constitutional conventions of 1868-1869 and
1875 or were delegates to the national Republican conventions. She concludes that the "majority of these black politicians did not differ markedly
from most of those they sought to lead." The "average black lawmaker"
was born a slave, was dark complected. and the son of an "uprooted slave
immigrant. During the Civil War he was probably a runaway slave rather
"than a soldier fighting beside his master." Their educational attainments
varied from illiteracy to higher education; one completed college. six had
either attended or finished a two-year normal school, three made it through
the elementary grades, and twenty-seven had a "rudimentary education."
Only four were uneducated.
OJ

Those black politicians who served the state of Texas in the post-Civil
War years through the Spanish-American conflict generally came from
the lower middle class. They, according to Pitre, were "far more fortunate
in term(s] of occupation and wealth than the overwhelming majority of
freedmen." While she believes there was distance between the leaders and
the masses according to social origins, "it was never as great as that which
existed in Louisiana and South Carolina. where the leadership consisted
of a disproportionately high number of mulatto and well-educated blacks
with considerable property." 19 On this latter point there is some reason
to be doubtful of Pitre's conclusion as a specific comparison between those
blacks who served in the Texas legislature and those who were elected in
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other states across the South suggests more similarities in their background
than otherwise believed.
There are models and earlier works upon which to draw for ideas
to prepare a study of Texas black politicians and from which material
can be extrapolated to make comparisons with other Southern state black
legislators. The one that immediately comes to mind is Thomas Holt's
superb monograph on South Carolina's black politicos. Through the use
of a combination of traditional archival sources and computer-generated
voting models, he tells us more than we have ever known about the interand intra-racial contacts and dealings of South Carolina's first black elected
officials. In addition, the table which Holt uses in an appendix to chart
the backgrounds of blacks elected to the state legislature achieves its desired
purpose of demonstrating in a straight-forward manner the vital statistics
of these individuals. 20
A similar effort needs to be done for Texas. The primary materials
Holt used were extensive and these same kinds of original manuscripts
must be consulted in any future investigation of Texas black officeholders
and politicians. The amount of research necessary to piece together the
lives of black legislators in Texas is exemplified in the work of Moneyhon
on Ruby and Malone on Gaines. One must follow every lead possible when
reconstructing the background and contributions of black assemblymen,
whether in the Lone Star state or in the remainder of the South. Two other
works on black legislators, in Georgia and Louisiana, although not as
sophisticated as Holt's, also might be used as guides for future studies
of Texas black leaders. 21
Barr has provided a model for future scholars in his essay on "Black
Legislators of Reconstruction Texas." Let us briefly examine Barr's refined
analysis of the Twelfth Texas Legislature (1870) and the twelve blacks who
served in the House and the two who served in the Senate. It had been
claimed previously there were thirteen blacks in this legislature. Comprising
but twelve percent of the total number (120), in terms of state origin,
average age, occupation, literacy. economic status, leadership ability, and
their prewar condition, they •'reflected a striking diversity. ' I All these black
Lone Star state politicians came from outside Texas. with one possible
exception, Goldsteen Dupree. Only one Northerner. Ruby, was a member.
The fourteen state legislators averaged thirty-nine years of age. Their
occupational background involved a variety of different tasks as they made
their living through farming, ministering, mechanicing. or some other profession requiring skill. All but three seem to have been literate. They were
men on the rise as almost three-quarters held some form of property. None
could be considered wealthy but they did exhibit a certain material success in their living. Because of their social and economic success they
generally had good relations with the white community_ Only four were
elected from areas with black majorities. 22
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Barr contends that these legislators were in agreement upon three major issues: protection from violence for all people, particularly blacks;
education; and frontier defense for those exposed to attacks by the NativeAmericans. Economic issues also generated some unanimity in attempts
to protect the rights of laborers through a general strengthening of legal
rights. This included more carefully drawn apprenticeship and contract
labor laws, lien reform, and civil suit protection. Beyond this, the coalition broke down, with each becoming more concerned about local needs
than the interests of the state-at-Iarge. Black legislators supported the
governor's vetoing of extraneous railroad legislation, but they never failed
to vote yea when the railroad interests were in their back yard.
A summary of voting records demonstrates that in their legislative
attitudes blacks reflected a concern for state government expenses balanced
against individual district needs. Black Texans did not vote for projects
which would excessively drain the state of funds. Fiscally responsible, they
often have been portrayed in precisely the opposite manner. In fact, they
performed little differently than their white Republican counterparts when
it came to deciding on the major issues of the day. In sum, these individuals
compare favorably to the background, behavior, and character traits of
black legislators found in recent analyses of the historians of other
Southern states during this period. It is necessary to compile this type of
information for all Texas black legislators before a comprehensive portrait can emerge. 23
A brief comparison of Texas black Reconstruction lawmakers with
those of other states, especially South Carolina and Louisiana,
demonstrates similarities in background. education. and occupation, contrary to Pitres assertion. Birthplace and economic status reveal greater
differences. South Carolina black politicians' origins and orientation were
basically "bourgeois. But because of enough "differences in socioeconomic background " these same legislators demonstrated divergent
views on some of the important issues of the day. In Texas, there were
but two prewar free blacks (fifteen percent) whereas South Carolina had
twenty-five percent. When comparing slave background. occupations, and
education the differences between Texas, Louisiana. and South Carolina
black leaders, according to Barr, seems "minimal."
If

There were differences. Only one Texas black Reconstruction legislator was a native, but ninety percent had been born in the South compared
to South Carolina's and Louisiana's approximate seventy percent. Only
forty-six percent of the South Carolinian's held property. while seventyone percent of the black Texans did, as did a majority of the Louisianians.
One factor is clear: Texas blacks could not rely upon a large class of prewar
free blacks to assume leadership roles as could Louisiana and South
Carolina because the Lone Star state had only 355 free blacks on the eve
of the CiviJ War. 24 Unquestionably, further analysis and comparison of
Texas black legislators to those of other Confederate areas is necessary.
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In other Deep South states (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Missis
sippi), unlike Texas, about two-thirds of the black legislators came from
districts with black majorities. Those elected from other areas needed the
assistance of white Unionists who supported the Republican Party_ Even
though blacks composed a large majority of the popular base in Texas,
they were not able to assume significant leadership positions. In the Lone
Star state the upper echelon of the Republican Party was dominated by
whites. Because Texas had a smaller black populace than either South
Carolina or Louisiana, there were few predominantly black districts and
therefore, legislators. Nevertheless, the profile of the constituencies. voting
records, and biographies of all the legislators from Texas, Louisiana, and
South Carolina, asserts Barr, "seem similar in many ways."
w

Interesting distinctions did occur. Regardless of economic
background, Texas black legislators voted for bills to aid laborers unlike
their counterparts in South Carolina. Texas was a new state with a small
free black population before the war, so economic divisions between blacks
were not nearly as pronounced as they were in older areas such as South
Carolina and Louisiana. As is well known, those two states had large,
active, and economically solid free black enclaves during the antebellum
years. "Yet on broader economic issues," Barr observes, black Texans
"showing a greater diversity of voting patterns which, as in South Carolina,
seemed to be based upon both regional interests and socio-economic
factors. "
Overall, the Texas Reconstruction black legislators evinced an interest
in the legal, political, educational, and economic matters of the black community, which is contradictory to some of the conclusions reached by Pitre.
According to Barr, these individuals had "achieved leadership experience,
economic stability, and literacy" before they were elected to the legislature.
Although they had almost no political experience, they quickly learned
to function within the electoral system. Committed to the Republican Party
and their black supporters, these Reconstruction legislators also
demonstrated diverse economic patterns when the various interests of their
respective districts demanded it. Monolithic on some subjects, they were
cognizant of local, party, and state necessities. They responded
accordingly. B
Past organizational models have not been informative about the personal data for Texas blacks who were elected to one of the pinnacles
of state political success or served in the constitutional conventions and
delegates to national Republican conventions. During the previous fifteen
years much material has been accumulated about black state legislators
and non-elected politicians. No one has seen fit to organize it into an
understandable pattern. Moreover. the nuances and subtleties of what this
group of men endured and how they went about their political duties has
eluded most historians in attempting to weave a coherent interpretation.
Instead of past efforts where historians have separated Texas black
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legislators into unnecessary categories, a mOTe organized and easy reference
now seems necessary. This background information needs to be assimilated
into one table to make it easily accessible for future scholars to consult.
Logically, a more convenient way to convert the information we know
about these individuals into usable form would be an appendix such as
the one which is developed at the end of the essay (Appendix A). It provides a more succinct analysis of who and where these men came from
as well as supplemental gleanings about other aspects of their background
and status. Such a chart is more comprehensive than Barr's, who confined
his efforts to one legislature. It also combines all the material presented
by Pitre and others into a convenient background format. A collective
study of all nineteenth century Texas black legislators would raise new
questions and give us a better answer to the political problems faced by
black legislators and other pglitical officials. The precarious nature of a
black's position in the community vis-a-vis their own people had to be
balanced against the power and influence of whites. Even those blacks
who came from areas that were predominantly black had to direct
themselves on a delicate course. Fear of violent retaliation from whites
for engaging in politics was an ever-present reality.
Nineteenth-century Texas black politicians need more extensive
analysis than they have hitherto received. Pitre's book published in 1985,
is a beginning, but her work is somewhat confusing and a little exasperating. What is now required are more journal pieces and, for some,
book-length assessments of black leaders who have been ignored or only
briefly sketched. Such portraits should relate these black politicians to their
local communities in order to set the stage for their sojourn into county
and state politics. Barr's recent analysis of black legislators in Reconstruction Texas is a good, but modest, beginning.
Barr's analysis is one model to follow as are the works of Holt on
South Carolina, Vincent on Louisiana, and Drago on Georgia. Additionally, the collective biographical data, which is outlined for Texas black
politicians in Appendix A, provides an introduction for making comparisons of the background for Texas black lawmakers and those who
served in other legislatures across the South. From this groundwork a composite picture could be painted which would deepen our horizons of the
areas from which Texas black state leaders emerged and the type of
political experience they gained from this process. A detailed analysis such
as this, including all other political roles, would present a clearer picture
of these individuals. In short, a prosopographical approach would
enlighten alL
Texas state historiography has progressed to the level where blacks
can be taken on their own terms, without the intrusion of nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century racial stereotypes, or even later, as a model for
viewing their behavior. Black Texans as actors in the political arena in
the final thirty-five years of the last century deserve better treatment and

52

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

more detailed analyses than they have received in past writings. Unquestionably, their accomplishments have to be weighed against their failures,
for there were both, but it will have to be a finely crafted study interweaving
political, social, and economic history. The problem is that before we continue to examine and compare Texas black legislators with those in other
states, we need more biographical and background information on a majority of the Texas individuals who were involved in state politics.
From many past writings we get some isolated sense of what the black
political experience was like but the social sphere and economic aspects
of these legislators, individually and collectively, need intensive investigation. More studies concentrating solely upon blacks are necessary and
welcome. Before we fully understand postwar black Texans, we need much
more information about prewar blacks. This is a very difficult task since
only recently has there been a published study of slavery in Texas. With
the necessary antebellum history now available, one essential part of the
puzzle has been completed. For now, however, we will have to be content
with a poor foundation regarding the nineteenth-century black political
experience.
APPENDIX A
The following is a summary of the background data available on
Texas black politicians. 1868-1900. Most has been compiled from secondary data, but it is the first time, to my knowledge, that it has been
presented in such a format. Questionable information is indicated by
brackets. The following abbreviations are used for legislative offices and
convention delegates.

cc:

Constitutional Convention
SR:
State Representative
State Senate
SS:
RNC: Republican National Convention

a. ALD:
b.
AD:
c. ALAD:
d.
DD:
e. DAD:

At-Large Delegate
Alternate Delegate
At-Large Alternate Delegate
District Delegate
District Alternate Delegate
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SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND DATA FOR TEXAS BLACK POLITICIANS, 1868-1900
Offices and Dates
David
SR,74
Abner, Sr.
Ce,7S
[Abnar]
Richard
SR,70,73
Allen
DDRNC,68,76
ADRNC,80
ALDRNC,84,96
Edward
Anderson
SR,S9
Alexander
Asberry
DDRNC,88
ALDRNC,92
HAP. Bassett
SR,87
SR,74,79
Thomas
Beck
81
Edward J. Brown
SR,74
SR,70
DW. Burley
Charles W. Bryant
CC.6B
S5,74,76
Wa"er M.
79,81
Burton
ADRNC,72
Silas (Giles)
SR,70
Cotlon
Norris
DDRNC,72
Wright
76,80
Cuney ALDRNC.84
88,92

County

OccupaUon
Prewar
Postwar

Prewar Status

Color

Year of Birth

Blrthplan

Harris

slave

b

1820

AL

farmer

Harris

slave

b

1826
1830?

VA

mechanic
builder
carpenter

Montgomery
Harris

slave

b

[1834]

Robertson

slave

b

1861

Grimes
Madison
Grimes
Harrison
Robertson
Harris

free
slave

Fort Bend

Education

Wealth

Sources

farmer

literate

35,000[?]

1,4,6
10,16

bridge
contractDr

literate

home

farmer
Hearne
Profess.
Academy

TX

>

4

>
w
:I:

4,6,
12,14,15
4

1,4,10
11839]
11840]
1844
[1840]

MS

slave

\1629]

NC

Robertson

slave

[1814]

SC

Galveston

slave

1846

TX

b
lJ

farmer
carpenter

Al

VA
minister

literate

farmer

farmer

lilerate

farmer

farmer

illiterate

Customs
inspector

private

KY

~

2,4,6
10,12,
14,22,23

1,4,10,16
22,23
2,3,4,9,10

~

'":3
t".:l
~

~0
~
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>t""I
>en
CI1

0
0

>
0--3
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1,4.6.10.
14,15
4,1,12,
16,22,23

0
Z

4,6,10,
15,18,19
01
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SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND DATA FOR TEXAS BLACK POUTICIANS, 1868-1900
OffICII

County

lod Dates

Stephen
CC,6B
Curtis
B.B. ("Bird")
GG,75
Davis
R. Goldsteen Dupree SR,70
SA,79
R.J.
Evans
DDRNG.84
SR,74
Jacob E.
Freeman
79
S5,70
Matthew
73
Gaines
Harriel G.
Geiger
Melvin Goodin
B.A. Guy
Nathan
H. Haller
Jeremiah
Hamilton
William
H.
Holland
Wiley W.
Johnson

SR,79
81
CC,75
SR.79
SR,93

95
SR,70

SR.76
ALAORNC,76
ACDRNC,BO
CC,68

Brazos
Wharton
Montgomery
Grimes
Robertson
Waller
Fort Bend
Washington

Prewar Status
slave
slave

Color
b

slave

BIrthplace

Year of Birth
11806)
/1827)
[1635)

VA
NC

[1846)

TX

Occupatioo
Prewar
Postwar
carpenter
laborer
farmer

Wealth

iII~efate

teacher

Sources
2.3,4,

8.9
1,4
literate

LA

1854

EducaUon

4,22,23
1.4,6,
15

common

t::I:]

>
~

""3
t::I:]

~

r:J':J

slave

b

slave

[1841]

AL

LA

1840?

slave

&1842)

VA

Brazoria

slave

1845

SC

Washington

slave

&1839]

TN

slave

m

Harrison

slave

b

AR

:.

2,4,10,12.
14.21,22,
23
1,4,
15
4,11
1,4
4,12,14
15,21

literate

farmer
blacksmith
teacher
carpenter
teacher
principal
Post Office

TX

1841

1,4

blacksmith
lawyer

SC

[1839)

Robertson
Walker
Washington

Waller

blacksmith
sheep·
herder

mechanic
1armer
minister

shoe·
maker

litera1e

1 lot
Oberlin

22,23
4,10
12,15
24
3,4,8,9,
10,16

::x:
ED
>-3

0
::0

t=.i

>
t"""
:>
r:J':J
r:J':J

0
0

>
l-3
~

0

Z
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SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND DATA FOR TEXAS BLACK POLITICIANS, 1868·1900

Occupation
Offices and Dales
Mitchell M,
Kendall
Robert A.
Kerr

Ce,68
SR,70
SR,81
ALADRNC,6B
92
D.C. ("Doc") Lewis SR,81
Ralph Long
Ce,6B
Lloyd H. McCabe
CC,75
James McWashington Ce,68
SR,79
Elias [Elius]
Mayes
89
David Medlock
SR,70
John
Mitchell
Henry
Moore
R.J. Moore
Sheppard
Mullins
Edward A.

SR,70
eC,75
SR,70
73
SR.83,85,87
CC,68
SR,70
SR.91

Pal10n
Henry Phelps
William
Reynolds
Walter Ripetoe

SR,73
CC,75
DDRNC,72
S5,76,79

Counly

Prewar Sta1us

Color

Year of Birth

Birthplace

Prewar

Harrison

slave

b

[1818]

GA

m

1833

LA

blacksmith
barber
shipping·
clerk

Bastrop
Wharton
Limestone
Fort Bend
Montgomery
Grimes
Brazos
Limestone
Burleson
Harrison

slave
free
salve
slave
slave

TN
NY

b

11844]
1843
1847
1840

b

1831
1824

AL
GA

farmer
minister

[1837J

TN

farmer

[1816]

AL

farmer
managerial

b

slave
slave
(purchased
freedom)

Washingfon

TX

m

McLennan
San
Jacinto
Fort Bend

slave

Waller
Harrison

free

slave

b

AL

1829

AL

[1859]
/1830]

1838

Postwar
farmer
blacksmith

farmer
farmer
teacher
farmer
farmer
minister

Wealth

literate

$2,400

common

10,12.

farmer

common

$500
common
illiterate

$250
$3,750

16,22,23
4,6,
15
1,4
3.4,8,9
1,4
3,4,8.9,10
4,12
15,21

4.17.22,23
1,4.

10.22
illiterate

$3,000

literate
Irterate

VA

blacksmith
teacher
farmer
farmer

MD
AL

teacher
teacher

college

TX

Sources

2,4,8.9.10

blacksmith
farmer

teacher
blacksmith

EducalioD

mefate

5 lots

1,2,4,
10,16,

M

>

00

>-3
>-3
t<:1

x

>
00
~

[jj
0-3

0

:;0

(=i

>
t""
>
rn

00

0

22.23

0

4,12,15,21
2,4,8,9,
10,22,23

0

1,4,21
1,4
4,6,
10,12
4,16

~

Z

i,,1l

01

1:11
0)

Onlces and Dates
SR,73
74,76
CC,6B
55,70,73
ALDRNC, 68,72
Andrew L. Sledge
SR,79
Robert
SR.95
L. Smith
97
ALADRNC,96
SR,76
Henry Sneed
Shack R,
Roberts
George T.
Ruby

James
H, Stewart
SR,B5
James H,
SR,73
Washington ALADRNC,72
Benjamin 0,
Watrous
CC,68
Allen
M, Wilder
SR,73
CC,68
Benjamin
F,
SR,78
DDRNC,72
Williams
Richard
SR,70
Williams
73
George W, Wyatt
SR.83

County

SUMMARY OF BACKGROUND DATA FOR TEXAS BLACK POUTICIANS, 1868·1900
Occupation
Prewar
Prewar Status
Color Year of Birth
Birthplace
Postwar

Harrison

slave

b

\18211

AR

Galveston

free

b

1841

NY

Washington

slave

1854

TX

Colorado

free

1861

SC

Education

Wealth

4,10,11,
15.16

minister
reporter

ed"or
teacher

Sources

2,3,4,6,
common

1 10\

7,8,9,10,

22.23

b

Waller

118491

Robertson
Grimes
Galveston

slave

Washington

slave

Washington

1857

free
b

1831
\1843)

b

[1825}

Colorado
Walker
Waller

slave

TX

LA
VA

slave
slave

minister
principal
agrarian
leader
farmer

1823
(1848]

TN
NC

engineer

AL
[VA]

merchant

SC

blacksmith

TX

teacher
principal
teacher
principal
wheelwright
minister
teacher
layer
barber
minister
mechanic
minister
mechanic
teacher

4,12,15
4,5
Atlanta
University

Ul

4,6,
10.12

15,21

2,3,4,
8,9,10

1,4,

4 lots

illiterate
common

$1,000

>

[J)

Oberlin
College

literate

t:rj
~

15,21
1,4
4,12

$600

f-3

"'"3

6,12

Yale,
Prairie View

literate

l%j

>
w

10
1,2.3,4,
6,8,9,10,
15,22
1,4,
22,23
1,4

~

>-3

0

::l:l
.....
l..l

>
t-<
>
r:n

rn
0

(')

:;
""'3
.....

0
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'Alwyn Barr, "Black Texans," in A Guide LO the History of Texa.s, edited by Light
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1973); Merline Pitre, "A Note on the Historiography of Blacks in the Reconstruction of
Texas," Journal of Negro History, 66 (Wimer 1981-1982), pp. 340-48; Pitre, "The Evolution of Black Political Participation in Reconstruction Texas," East Texas Historical Journal, 26 (1988), pp. 36-45; Lamar L. Kirven, "A Century of Warfare: Black Texans" (Ph.
D. diss., Indiana University, 1974), PP. 1-37.
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of Hope, Time of Despair: Black Texans During Reconstruction (London and Port
Washington, N.Y., 1981); Pitre, Through Many Dangers, TojJ~' and Snares: The Black Leadership of Texas. 1868-1900 (Austin, 1985); Barr and Robert A. Calvert (eds.), Black Leaders:
Texans For Their Times (Austin, 1981). Texas is in dire need of a book on the war, slavery,
and its ramifications. Ralph Wooster, in "The Civil War and Reconstruction in Texas,"
remarks that "although there are numerous specialized studies of Texas blacks after the
war, the role of blacks during the war has scarcely been wuched," A Guide to the History
of Texas, 50. This has been remedied partially in Randolph B. Campbell, An Empire for
Slavery: The Peculiar Instiwtion in Texas, 1821-1865 (Baton Rouge and London, 1989), pp.
231-251; "The End of Slavery in Texas: A Research Note," Southwestern Hiszorical Quarrer/y,
88 (July 1984), pp. 71-80; Armstead l. Robinson, " 'Day of Jubilo': Civil War and the
Demise of Slavery in the Mississippi Valley, 1861-1865" (Ph. D. diss., University of Texas,
1977).
6James A. Baggett, "The Rise and Fall of the Texas Radicals, 1867-1883" (Ph. D.
diss., North Texas State University, 1972); "Beginnings of Radical Rule in Texas: The Special
Legislative Session of 1870." Southwestern Journal of Socia.} Education, 2 (Spring-Summer
1972), PP. 28-39; "Birth of the Texas Republican Party," Southwestern Historical Quarterly,
78 (July 1974), pp. 1·20; "Origins of Early Texas Republican Party Leadership, Journal
of Southem History, 40 (August 1974), pp. 441-54.
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'One example which has no pretensions to professional scholarship is Rev. Jacob Fontaine, III, with Gene Burd, Jacob Fontaine: From Slavery to the Greatne!is of the Pulpit,
the Press, and Public Service; ... A Legacy of Church, Campus a.nd Community (Austin,
1983). Fontaine's name appears in the Austin Freedmen's Bureau files. For new perspectives on county officials see Campbell, "Grassroots Reconstruction: The Personnel of County
Government in Texas, 1865-1876" (paper presented to Southern Historical Association
meeting, New Orleans, November 1987).
"Donald G. Nieman. "Black Political Power and Criminal Justice: Washington County.
Texas as a Case Study, 1868-1885," Journal of Southern History, 55 (August 1989), pp.
393, 395-96.
9Pitre, Through Many Dangers. p. 4.
,oU.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistics on Population, Ninth Census [1870], (Washington,
D.C., 1872), PP. 63~67; David G. McComb, Galveston: A History (Austin, 1986), p. 66.
"Robert E. Moran believes Pitre's book "makes its most distinctive contribution in
the concluding part, with its illustrations of five types of leaders found among black
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Texans," Journal of American History, 73 (March 1987), p. 1045. Also, Moneyhon's assessment in Journal of Southern History, 53 (~ay 1987), pp. 340-4 J.
IlMoneyhon, "George T. Ruby and the Politics of Expediency in Texas," Southern
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Texas," Houston Review, 5 (Winter 1983), pp. 24-33. For Ruby's Bureau background see
Crouch, "Self-Determinalion and Local Black Leaders in Texas," Phylon, 39 (December
1978), pp. 346-49, 354.
IlAnn Patton Malone, "Matt Gaines: Reconstruction Politician," Black Leaders, pp,
50-81; Pirre, Through Many Dangers, pp. 157-65.
"On Smith, see Pilre, Through Many Dangers, pp. 179-87; "Robert lloyd Smith: A
Black Lawmaker in the Shadow of Booker T. Washington," PhyIon, 46 (September 1985),
pp. 262-68. The fullest study of Smith to date is Robert Carroll, "Roben L. Smirh and the
Farmer's Improvement Society of Texas" (Master's thesis, Baylor University, 1974). Very
brief is Purvis M. Carter, "Robert Lloyd Smith and the Farmer's Improvement Society,
a Self-Help Movement in Texas," Negro History Rulletin, 29 (Fall 1%6), pp. 175-76, 190-91;
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pp. 123-25, 143; Barr, Reconstruclion lO Reform: Texas Politics, 1876-1906 (Austin and
London, 1971), pp. 26, 71,92-93,131-141,177-189,244; PauiD. Casdorph, "Norris Wright
Cuney and Texas Republican Politics, 1883-1896," Southwestern Historical Quanerly, 68
(April 1965), pp. 455-64; The Republican Party ill Texas. 1865-1965 (Austin, 1965); Robert
e. Cotner, James Stephen Hogg: A Biography (Austin, 1959), pp. 218,261, 267,270-71,
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Wrighl Cuney: A Tribune of the Black People (New York, 1913 [reprint; Austin, 1968]).
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II

SOUTHEAST TEXAS BASEBALL AND THE NATIONAL GAME
by John M. Carroll

....

.~

During the past decade there has been significant new research concerning the origin, growth, and establishment of baseball as the national
game in post-Civil War America. The three most important full-length
studies are Melvin Adelman's pioneering work on the rise of modern
athletics in New York City, A Sporting Time: New York and the Rise of
Modern Athletics, 1820-70 (1986), and two more recent books: George
Kirsch, The Creation of American Team Sports: Baseball and Cricket,
1838-72 (1989); and Warren Goldstein, Playing for Keeps: A History of
Early Baseball (1989). All three books focus on the origins and development of the game in the Northeast with heavy emphasis on New York
City, the cradle of modern baseball. The historians extend their theories
on modern baseball to other parts of the country, but in fact, there has
been little systematic research on early baseball outside of the northeastern
states. Almost nothing has been done in terms of careful research with
regard to the origins and early development of the game in Texas. The
purpose of this essay is to compare the recent research findings on early
baseball in the New York City area with the origins and establishment
of the game in Southeast Texas. I
Although Adelman, Kirsch, and Goldstein differ on a number of
points concerning the rise of baseball as the national game, they agree
on many fundamental issues. The recent interpretations emphasize that
the growth and development of baseball (specifically, the New York game
based on rules set down by Alexander Cartwright in 1845) stemmed from
a process of rapid modernization associated with industrialization of major
American cities. Baseball began as an urban pastime, not a rural sport,
as some historians have claimed, and expanded rapidly from its base in
New York City and Brooklyn to other cities in the Northeast and Midwest,
and eventually to rural areas. It originated in social clubs that stressed
rituals of gentlemanly fair play and sport as a form of exercise and comradeship. These clubs emphasized refined social customs, and often hosted
banquets and/or balls after match games. The new interpretations
demonstrate that baseball was first played by members of the middle to
upper-middle classes, rather than the elite or upper class, as most historians
had maintained. Members of the social clubs as well as early sportswriters
emphasized the manliness of the game to separate it from traditional boys'
ball games such as "base/' "one~old-cat," and "town ball." Part of the
early appeal of the game, the authors argue, was that it was a sport of
gentlemen and not boys. Baseball Quickly caught on with urbanites of all
classes and ethnic groups. The popularity and growth of the game was
hastened, in part, by an ideology taking hold in urban America that
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emphasized health and exercise which ran counter to traditional Puritan
inhibitions against sport and idleness. 2
The new books on early baseball also focus on the game's rapid
tendency toward competitiveness and professionalism. In general terms,
the authors maintain that the desires of early club members for exercise,
fellowship, and fair play were, in many cases, quickly displaced by equally
strong passions to compete, to excel, and quite simply to defeat, rival clubs.
The process toward professionalism started with more frequent practices,
specialization by positions, "match play" against nearby clubs, contests
for local or city championships, and intercity matches. Increasingly, fewer
club members participated in the sport when outsiders, with baseball talent,
were encouraged to join the clubs or play on the teams as "associates."
Competitive matches and championship contests led to the awarding of
prizes and later money to the winning teams. It was a short step from
these developments to the practice of paying the best available players to
compete for the club to assure victories. To meet expenses, playing fields
were enclosed so spectators could be charged an admission fee. By the
early 18705, semi-professional and professional baseball was common in
the Northeast and Midwest. 1
Clubs which hired outsiders or recruited l'associate" members skilled
in baseball, the authors agree, faced new and difficult problems. Some
contemporary commentators criticized the new semi-professional teams
for violating the concept of amateurism and abandoning the ideal of sport
for the sake of exercise and comradeship. Other observers were appalled
by the increasingly apparent manifestations of intense competition and
professionalism. Corrupting practices most frequently mentioned are:
unsportsmanlike conduct and rowdyism by both players and spectators;
heckling and abuse of the umpire by players and fans; gambling; excessive
drinking at games by spectators, many of them from an urban sub-culture
associated with crime and violence; allegations that games were' 'thrown"
to win bets or set up rematches; the practice of "revolving/' i.e. players
moving from team to team in response to the highest bid for their services.
The authors point out that not all clubs opted for semi-professional or
professional teams, but clearly the nation's best baseball players turned
in that direction.
4

The weakest segments in each of the books under discussion are those
devoted to explaining why baseball rather than cricket or some other sport
became America's national game. To be fair, none of the authors claim
to have studied the origins and development of baseball outside of a limited
area in the Northeast. They do, however, suggest theories as to why the
New York game was adopted with enthusiasm in other regions of the country after the Civil War. Four somewhat overlapping explanations emerge:
1) the Civil Viar unleashed a wave of nationalism which caused Americans
to view baseball as part of the nation's character and tradition as opposed
to the British-dominated game of cricket, another widely-played team
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sport; 2) baseball was a simpler and more easily understood game than
cricket and fit American requirements in terms of time, pace, excitement,
and playing field requirements; 3) New York City, the nation's largest
and most energetic city, exported the New York game to the rest of the
nation through its players, traveling businessmen, and printed media in
a kind of "urban imperialism," and 4) the game emerged as a popular
pastime at a critical time to fulfill America's need for a team sport to justify
athletics in a rapidly industrializing society. The theories are rational and
provocative, but are yet to be supported by a careful examination of the
origins and early development of baseball on a state or regional basis. 5

•

1-

In terms of scholarship relating to the rise and evolution of baseball
on the state level, the South has been one of the most neglected regions.
The early history of baseball in Texas has yet to be written. My own limited
research on the origins of baseball in Southeast Texas, however, provides
some data to compare with the findings of Adelman, Kirsch, and Golds~
tein. It seems likely that the New York game of baseball was first played
in Texas either just before or immediately after the Civil War in either
Houston or Galveston. Clearly, a variety of children's ball games called
"town ball" were popular pastimes in the state for several decades prior
to the introduction of the New York game. It is also certain that cricket
was at least known to, ifnot played by, Texans during the 1840s and 18505
in Galveston, which hosted a British consulate dating back to the days
of the Republic of Texas. 6
Although it is not known for certain if the first game of baseball under
the New York rules was played in Houston in 1861 or in Galveston in
1865, it is clear that baseball in Texas began in an urban environment.
Mary Lou LeCompte and William Beezley also report a baseball game
in San Antonio, the state's second largest city behind Galveston, played
in 1867. The available evidence on Texas's first baseball games also suggests that the recent research linking baseball and modernization holds
true in the Lone Star State. Both Houston and Galveston were small but
thriving commercial cities with trade and communication links to the rest
of the nation. Houston was rapidly becoming the railway center of the
state by the 1860s. Galveston was a cosmopolitan community of about
9000 in 1861, and had long-standing sea links with New Orleans as well
as the northeastern ports of Boston and New York.?
Why Texans embraced the New York game, how they learned to play
it, and why it became so popular in the state is a matter of speculation.

The only first-hand account of a baseball game during the Civil War era
is by Jesse Ziegler, who remembered seeing Union occupation troops playing the New York game in Galveston in 1865. That version of baseball
was played on a diamond-shaped field, required nine men per side. and
allowed three outs an inning during a nine-inning game. It did not allow
the "soaking" of runners, which was a common town ball practice of
recording outs by hitting runners with a thrown ball as they ran between
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bases. Ziegler related that the soldiers' game was similar to town ball, which
the Galveston boys played, but "with a few additional features." He
recalled that the boys were angry with the soldiers and "never forgave
the Yankees for making the steal." Assuming for the moment that the
Union army introduced baseball to Texas, one might conclude that this
scenario would undermine the argument that a wave of nationalism
associated with the Civil War helped spread baseball throughout the
country. Clearly in Galveston t as in other Southern cities, a connection
between the New York game and Union occupation troops might have
been fatal to the new game. 8
From this evidence, it seems probable that some urban Texans, excluding Ziegler ~ were familiar with the New York game before the Civil
War. The existence of the Houston Base Ball Club in 1861 and historian
Dale Somers's research, which shows that organized teams in nearby New
Orleans played under the New York rules by 1859 or 1860 t seem to support this conclusion. As far as cricket is concerned, it is clear that many
Galvestonians were familiar with the game, but there is no evidence that
natives of the city participated in the sport. Ziegler mentions that town
baH was played with a bat that was flat like a cricket bat, but says that
cricket was played in Galveston only by English cotton buyers. The available evidence seems to suggest that the New York game was exported to
Southeast Texas before the Civil War from New Orleans or was introduced
to the area by New York sporting newspapers and/or Northeastern merchants t and that it became popular as part of a process of modernization
that was under way in the region. 9
Another factor appears to have been important in spreading and
popularizing the New York game in the Texas Gulf Coast area which
scarcely is mentioned by the scholars under discussion. William B. Ruggles, a longtime Galveston sportswriter t points out that many Texans of
means went east to college in the 1850s and must have picked up the game.
His father t for example, pitched for the University of Virginia in 1871,
and by that time the game had been played there for a number of years.
Experts on early Galveston baseball emphasize that some of the best players
in the 1860s and early in the 18705 were former college men. Nationalism,
or at least regional patriotism t also seems to have been a factor in the
acceptance of the New York game in Texas. While in New York patriotic
team names such as Washington, Franklin, or Union were common t two
of the clubs in the Houston-Galveston area were the Stonewalls and the
Robert E. Lees. Many of the match gamest moreover, were played on
the Fourth of July or San Jacinto Day (Texas Independence Day).IO
Galveston's first recorded baseball team, the Galveston Base Ball
Club, was organized in the Winter of 1867 and it held practices to which
the public was invited. Although a number of "field meetings" were held
in front of the city hospital, there is no record of the club ever playing
a match game. This is consistent with the research on New York baseball,
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The Galveston Sandcrabs 1899 champions of the Texas League.

which indicates that the first clubs played baseball for exercise and comradeship and not for the competition. The Galveston Daily news reported
that shop owners objected to clerks being absent to play baseball, but the
newspaper declared that the exercise would be beneficial. Apparently the
first club members in Galveston were content to play among themselves
for the fellowship and health benefits. It also appears from the limited
evidence that the first players were clerks and artisans, members of the
city's middle class, and roughly comparable to the first participants in
New York City.ll

.~

.~

-~

'~

).

The Robert E. Lee Base Ball Club of Galveston is the first team for
which there is sufficient information to make more careful generalizations
with regard to the membership, class make-up, and social customs of Texas
teams early in the baseball era. It was organized by members of a volunteer
hook-and-Iadder fire company of the same name. According to the New
York evidence, it was common for firehouses to sponsor baseball teams
in the nineteenth century, although Warren Goldstein seems uncertain
whether New York firemen were middle class or part of a violence-prone,
sporting, sub-culture attempting to gain middle-class status. In Galveston
and Houston. it is clear that firemen, judging by their social activities,
were respectable middle-class citizens. They were prominent participants
in city-wide parades and festivals and hosted elegant balls and galas. The
Stonewall, No.3 Fire Company of Houston played a similar role in the
social life of the Bayou City. Based on the evidence. it appears likely that
the Robert E. Lees and the Stonewalls had been involved in match play
in their respective cities for at least a season prior to their historic game
for the state championship at the San Jacinto Battleground on April 21,
1868. In a letter accepting the Stonewalls' challenge for a championship
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match, the Lee club's secretary noted that the Stonewalls already claimed
the state title. The letter also was signed by A. Forrest, who identified
himself as °Match Champion."'2
The Houston Daily Telegraph's account of Texas's first intercity
match game indicates that Gulf Coast baseball was still in a stage of
development that mainly emphasized sociability, fellowship, and fair play.
Both teams made their way to the San Jacinto Battleground by steamboat with a full compliment of spectators, a few of whom were veterans
of the historic battle in 1836. The Houston team embarked for San
Jacinto to the tunes of a German band aboard the steamboat Whitelaw, which towed a barge quipped for dancing and merriment.
Stonewall players were clad in "showy uniforms consisting of red caps,
white flannel shirts, and black pants" in the style of the day. Galveston's
steamboat St. Clair beat the Houston vessel to the San Jacinto landing
by a half hour. When the team captains "tossed for innings," Captain
Forrest of the Lees won and his team batted last. That was the extent of
the Galveston triumph that day. The Stonewalls soundly defeated the Lee
fire brigade, 34-5. The Galveston club gave up the game and acknowledged
itself "beaten fairly and squarelylt at the end of the eighth inning. The
Daily Telegraph writer reported that "three cheers were then given for
the Lee Club, three for the Stonewalls, three for the umpire and scorers,
and three for San Jacinto, when the bases were taken up, everything
gathered together, and all started for Lynchburg, for the ball." I J
This game summary indicates that Texas baseball in 1868 had many
of the characteristics of gentlemanly club play which Adelman, Kirsch.
and Goldstein found in New York City during the early years of the game.
The contest at San Jacinto had most of the earmarks of New York match
games which often served as preambles to banquets or other social occasions. It is important to note, however, that some tendencies toward more
competitive play and professionalism already were apparent in Gulf Coast
baseball. Two days before the match at San Jacinto, the Lees tuned up
for the championship contest by defeating the 51. Elmo Club of Galveston
by a score of 37-31. The Galveston Daily News reported that the game
was played "for a ball, which was won by the R.E. Lee Club." It is the
first record of a prize of any kind being awarded to winning teams in Texas.
The historians of early New York baseball all point out that the awarding
of prizes, no matter how insignificant. was often an important first step
toward more intense competition and creeping professionalism. Even the
newspaper account of the San Jacinto game, which mainly emphasized
genteel behavior and fellowship among players, spectators, and the umpire,
contained the following competitive words: "the Lees disheartened by the
success of their antagonists, gave up the game and acknowledged
themselves beaten .... " As in the case of New York and the Northeast,
Southeast Texas baseball gradually evolved from a fashionable recreation
for gentlemen to a more competitive pastime. In 1928, Galveston baseball
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expert Humphrey Boyd, recalling a game in 1872 between the Lees and
the Island City Club, an amateur team composed largely of clerks, noted
that most, but not all, players were members of the respective social
organizations. Boyd's testimony might be read as an indication that outsiders or associate members already played for the clubs. Despite these
trends, however, Texas Gulf Coast baseball was still a long way from
fielding an all~professional team. 14
In the 1860s and 1870s, baseball in Southeast Texas remained largely
a sport of middle-class clerks and artisans with an emphasis on fellowship,
fair play, and manliness. From the beginning, the Houston and Galveston
clubs included women as part of the ball playing festivities. Music, dancing,
and a gala dinner, which were part of the San Jacinto day proceedings
in 1868, seemed designed to encourage the presence of women at match
games. In later years, separate sections of grandstands were set aside for
women and reduced-price "ladies' days" became common in both cities.
The Galveston Daily News reported in April 1888 that the management
of the city's team in the all-professional Texas League "will inaugurate
what will be known as ladies' day, which will be each Wednesday, when
ladies with escorts will be admitted free. Later that season, when attendance at Beach Park slackened, women were admitted free to all games.
According to the New York research, the attendance of women at games
was desired to assure gentlemanly behavior and prove the manliness of
the sport. Club members as well as sportswriters wanted to make it clear
that baseball under the New York rules was not to be confused with traditional boys' games of "base" or town ball. It was a manly game played
by gentlemen. In 1873 J the Galveston Weekly News apparently spoke to
this point when it reprimanded a member of the Island Boys Base Ball
Club (and other boysl teams) for being delinquent in reporting scores which
the club wanted recorded in the paper. The tone of the rebuke indicates
a condescending attitude toward the boys and their games. I ..
lt

."

As in the case of New York City, baseball in Galveston and Houston
was adopted by all social classes and ethnic groups. Early in the 1870s,
games were played on virtually every vacant lot in Galveston, and there
were dozens of organized amateur teams representing various professions,
age groups, and interests. The names of some of the first clubs indicate
the widespread interest in baseball in the city: Major Burbank's Artillery.
Turf Association l The (Galveston Daily) News, Drummers. Santa Fe
(Railroad), Island Juniors, Bricklayers, Cornice Makers, and Western
Union. As early as July 14, 1868, the Houston Daily Telegraph reported
under the heading "Black Ballers that a club "composed of colored boys
bearing the aggressive title 'Six Shooter Jims' would playa game "with
any other colored club in the state. " A black team from Galveston in the
1880s the Flyaways, was so proficient at the game that they challenged
the local professional team of the Texas League to a game at $500 a side.
Later the Flyaways extended the challenge to all clubs in the state, white
OJ

OJ

J
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...
or black, professional or amateur, but there were no takers because
baseball usually was segregated strictly in the state. Other minority groups
such as Chinese, Irish, and Germans also organized teams in Galveston
late in the 1870s. Despite the process of democratization, most of the best
teams in Houston and Galveston remained middle-class oriented until the
18805. 16
A professional baseball league, the Texas League, was organized in
1888, with both Galveston and Houston as members. Prior to that,
however, the manifestations of increasing competitiveness and professionalism were apparent in Southeast Texas. Reports on games in the 18705
and 18805 indicate many of the abuses and tendencies which Adelman,
Kirsch, and Goldstein have associated with the rise of professional baseball
in the East. Both fans and players heckled the umpire, and spectators verbally abused visiting teams and occasionally their own players. Apparently
the earliest spectators in Galveston were from the middling to upper class
and mostly well-behaved. In describing the first fenced-in field at Beach
Park in 1888, the Galveston Tribune noted that "the people who were
wont to witness the games at Beach Park last season from the hotel gallery
or their carriages, without the formality of purchasing tickets will be shut
out this season, and will either scale the fence or purchase their
pasteboards." The same year the Galveston Daily News predicted that
"taunters of the umpire, tantalizers of the players and ridiculers of decisions for unenduring periods of time will be conspicuously humiliated by
ejection from the grandstand or official assistance through an opening
in the fence." No such thing ever happened. Many observers did not find
Galveston fans as mild mannered as these descriptions suggest. Later the
same season, a Texarkana newspaper maintained that "the strength of
the Galveston team seems to be in the grandstand, which, when judiciously
loaded, can knock out any visiting competitors. Local baseball expert
Albert Reese speculated that the New York Sporting Times of 1888 may
have had Galveston in mind when it quoted a Cincinnati umpire as saying
"he would not umpire through a league season in Texas for $500." Reese
also recalled that catcher Ed Tray of Galveston's first entrant in the Texas
League, the Giants, was "continuously cursed by fans" and "railed at
by newspapers." 17
i

'

The awarding of prize money and gambling also became a more
noticeable part of so-called amateur baseball in Galveston and Houston.
There are numerous references to managers, players, and especially fans
betting large sums on the outcome of games. This apparently was how
some managers supported teams and how at least some players were compensated. Members of Jeff Tiernan's famous Galveston Island City Club
of the 1880s were paid a salary, most of which Tiernan obtained from
betting on games. Galveston sportswriter Albert Reese recalled that during
the 1880s several establishments in Galveston kept fans appraised of scores
of both local and national games by the use of baseball tickers. He
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explained that "these were installed, of course, for purposes of gambling,
then very closely connected with baseball. Odds on every game were quoted
by the newspapers and no story was complete without some such observation as 'Galveston (Giants of the Texas League) dropped or picked up
a bundle on today's game.' " The Galveston Daily News reports at least
one instance of an alleged' 'thrown game," in which a Houston umpire
accused of betting on the home team was run off the field by a mob of
angry spectators from Galveston. l8

•

./

Violent behavior was also a problem. In 1887, for example, Jeff Tiernan, the manager of the state champion Island City team of Galveston,
was restrained from entering a controversy concerning a disputed call in
a game played in Austin by "the pressure of a small cannon in his side."
By the 1880s, moreover, it was more commo~ to find enclosed ball parks
in Galveston and Houston so that spectators could be charged admission.
In the first year of the Texas League, general admission was set at twentyfive cents for adults and fifteen cents for children. Another symptom of
intensifying competition and the undermining of amateur standards was
the practice of "revolving," which became common in Texas by the 18805.
Revolving referred to the custom of players moving from club to club in
search of better positions or better salaries. Early in the 1880s, the top
amateur (really semi-professional) teams in Southeast Texas were hiring
talented ball players from around the state and from New Orleans. 19
In contrast with New York, the Northeast, and the Midwest, however,
the trend toward professionalism was much slower to take hold in Texas.
The Cincinnati Red Stockings became the first all-professional team in
1869, the National Association of Professional Base Ball Players was
formed in 1871, and the National League was organized in 1876. The
following year the Indianapolis"Irish Team," which joined the National
League in 1878, played two games in Galveston as part of a Spring training
tour which revealed the still rudimentary state of Southeast Texas baseball.
Indianapolis defeated two "crack" Galveston amateur teams, the
Amateurs and the Pastimes, by scores of 59-0 and 30-0. The Galveston
Weekly News gave extensive coverage to the first Spring training game
in the Island City. Braving unseasonably cold weather, Edward "The
Only" Nolan, who played five seasons of major league ball, introduced
the curve ball to Galveston and struck out twenty-six Amateurs in the process. The only Amateur to get a hit was retired on a hidden-ball play, the
first seen in Galveston, orchestrated by shortstop Denny Mack, also a
future major leaguer who had been recruited from New Orleans. The
newspaper account conceded that the Irish Team was "assuredly the finest
looking body of ball-players that ever graced the grounds of the Park."
Although the reporter maintained that "it is no discredit to the Amateur
boys to fail in hitting Nolan's pitching," it was clear to all that the caliber
of baseball in Southeast Texas was far below professional standards. 20
The rather slow development of top-flight professional baseball in
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Texas had a lot to do with the demography and geography of the state.
The Galveston Evening Tribune succinctly stated the problem in 1888:
"The fact is, professional baseball is a trifle too rich for Texas. The cities
are all small, comparatively, and a long ways apart; the expenses of keeping up a high-salaried nine something enormous, and the patronage
extended the game in most Texas cities is very limited." During the first
Texas League season, the Galveston Giants and the Houston Babies folded
because of inadequate attendance, and the league temporarily collapsed.
After several decades of struggle, however, the Texas League became
known for its high quality of play and as a source of major league professional talent. Two eventual major leaguers played in the Texas League
that first season and many more would follow. including more than a
dozen future members of the Baseball Hall of Fame. 21
The popularity of Texas League baseball increased in the period just
before and after World War I. The golden era of the Texas League began
in the 1920s and continued into the 1950s, with only a small loss of momentum during the depths of the Great Depression. By the late 1950s, however,
the expansion of major league baseball and the increasing number of
televised games adversely affected minor league baseball. including the
Texas League. Attendance declined drastically and franchises folded or
shifted locations. Yet the Texas League survived the economic tailspin and
began a significant comeback in the late 19705. Beginning in 1962, major~
league baseball came to Southeast Texas when the National League Colt
.45's, later the Astros, played their first game in Houston. Texas added
a new dimension to major league baseball in 1965 with the inauguration
of indoor play at the Astrodome, Judge Roy Hofbeinz's "eighth wonder
of the world." In 1972 the Texas Rangers began play in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area to give Texas fans a choice of major~league teams from the
rival leagues. Although baseball under the New York rules took hold slowly
in Southeast Texas and around the state, it is clear that Texas has had
a long and exciting tradition of baseball. 22
A shorter version of this essay was delivered at the Texas State
Historical Association Convention in Dallas on March 7, 1991.
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1992-93 Texas Almanac & State Industrial Guide. The Dallas Morning
News (A.H. Bela Corp., P.O. Box 655237, Communications Center,
Dallas, TX 76265; Distributed by Gulf Publishing Co., Box 2608,
Houston, TX 77252-2608) 1991. Illustrations. Index. P. 656. $10.95.
For more than 130 years, Texans have had valuable and up-to-date
information on their state easily available in the Texas Almanac. From
election returns to educational statistics, cotton production to stream flows,
population to highway mileage - it's all there. Especially in recent years,
under the editorship of Mike Kingston, new features seem to appear each
year. The 1992-93 edition is no exception. The editor himself prepared
two of these - a brief history of Spain in commemoration of the SOOth
anniversary of Colombus's voyage and a breakdown of the political leanings of the state's counties based on their voting records since 1968. Both
are interesting and useful.
Less satisfactory is a history of Central Texas by associate editor Mary
G. Crawford. Whatever Central Texas is (and Ms. Crawford never sets
out its boundaries), San Antonio is not in it. By including the Alamo City,
the author is never able to develop coherent themes in the economic,
political, and culturaJ history of the area, since the history of San Antonio
is so much at variance with the areas north of it because of the city's
Hispanic flavor and its economic and political ties to South Texas. There
is a great deal of interesting and important information about the state's
heartland there, but the article leaves this reader rather unsatisfied as to
what it all means.
No work this all encompassing can be without errors. Stephen F.
Austin State University is not a pan of the State University System, for
example. But the real marvel is that year after year the Almanac provides
readers a mass of accurate and useful information about the state. This
year's edition lives up admirably to a long tradition of excellence.

J ames V. Reese
Stephen F. Austin State University

Historic Towns of Texas (East Columbia, West Columbia, Egypt,
Matagorda, Houston, Texana, Helena), by Joe Tom Davis (Eakin
Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1992. Photographs.
Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 228. $18.95.
In this, the first in a series of books the author plans on historic Texas
towns, Joe Tom Davis effectively deals with a series of early communities
that played pivotal roles in early Texas.

:-

East Columbia~ founded by Josiah Bell, was first known as Marion
or Bell's Landing in 1824, and eventually became a bustling shipping point
and major steamboat landing.
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A few miles to the west is old West Columbia, also founded by Bell.
It became a hotbed of revolutionary sentiment and even served as the
capital of the Republic of Texas at one time.
Egypt, the oldest town in Wharton County, reportedly got its Biblical
name when early settlers found a fertile farming location but were later
hammered by a severe drought.
Matagorda was founded by Elias Wrightman in 1829 and eventually
became a major seaport and one of the largest towns in Texas. A new
town, Bay City, took away much of Matagorda's glory in the 1890s.
Texana was the first town in Jackson County and an important
military post during the Texas Revolution. The Allen brothers sought the
community as the center of their commercial development before they
turned to Houston, but failed to reach an agreement with a landowner
for property.
Helena was a haven for outlaws, rustlers, and gunfighters after the
Civil War. The town died when the county's richest rancher, whose son
had been killed at Helena, played a role in diverting a railroad line away
from the community.
Bob Bowman
Lufkin, Texas
Sea~ 1682-1762, by
Robert S. Weddle (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 1991. Illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 436. $49.50.

The French Thorn: Rival Explorers in the Spanish

This is the second volume of a trilogy on European exploration and
settlement in the Gulf of Mexico. Weddle's Spanish Sea appeared from
the same press in 1985. This new work begins with La Salle's incursion
and concludes with French expulsion from the Gulf.
In advancing the established view that the Spanish only reacted to
real or presumed French initiatives in Texas and the Northern Gulf, the
author stresses a point easily overlooked today - in the early 17005, Europeans still knew practically nothing about the region and its peoples. Only
in the 16905 did a few Europeans recognize the true location and
significance of the Mississippi.
Weddle is at his liveliest in describing the explorers' hardships. Anyone
who has struggled through the thickets and bottomlands of East Texas
or Louisiana will sympathize with the hapless Spaniards and Frenchmen
slogging through sloughs and bogs. The author emphasizes the different
methods of the two groups. The Spanish, following traditions dating from
the Christian Reconquest of Castile, favored large, carefully prepared
overland expeditions (entradas); the French preferred traveling the network
of rivers and streams by canoe and bateau. Weddle argues that the French
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had the more sensible approach in the heavily wooded and well-watered
country northwest of the Gulf.
The author concludes with a discussion of eighteenth-century mapmaking and the difficulty of determining longitude up to the 1760s, the
'4Edge of Enlightenment" (p. 326). He notes that although scholars have
emphasized the better-known French accomplishments in mapping,
"French dominance of eighteenth-century mapmaking, especially in relation to the Gulf of Mexico, was due in large measure to the successful
exploitation of Spanish sources" (p. 346).
11

.;.

.
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This well-written book goes down smoothly but a few problems
deserve mention. The unity of the overall theme becomes harder to maintain when three European nations are carrying out unconnected ventures
in different parts of the Gulf. Also, the final section on advances in mapmaking and navigation is valuable, but dangles uneasily from the end of
this long narrative. Finally, the reader wishes repeatedly for a good
reference map. Weddle remarks that the work was not meant to be a "map
books" (p. x), but he uses modern placenames to make his account of
explorations intelligible. The French Thorn needs a two-page map of the
great crescent from Tampico to Tampa, giving current names of towns,
rivers, and coastal features. The book contains over twenty interesting
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century maps; surely a modern one, enabling
the reader to follow expeditions easily, would not make this excellent work
a "map book."
D. S. Chandler
Miami University

ll/ustrations of the Birds of California, Texas, Oregon, British and Russian
America, by John Cassin; introduction by Robert McCracken Peck
(Texas State Historical Association, 2/306 Sid Richardson Hall,
University Stateion, Austin, TX 78712) 1992. B/W & Color Photos.
Notes. Index. P. 298. $34.95.
The name of Cassin is familiar to any bird-watcher who has visited
western Texas, for the Cassin's Kingbird and Cassin's Sparrow are among
the common birds of the region, yet few people know much about John
Cassin himself. Even those who recognize him as one of the great ornithologists of the nineteenth century are unaware of his wonderful and
rare book, Illustrations of the Birds of California, Texas, Oregon, British
and Russian America. Now, with the publication of this well-done facsimile of the original, his major work has become accessible to all. Cessin
prolifically gathered information about the wondrous new birds collected
in the American West, and this book, first published in 1856 after considerable effort, is a synthesis of his vast knowledge. It contains the first
color plates and descriptions for fifty birds new to science during this
period. These were the days of exploration of the American West, when
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dedicated naturalists undertook exciting and often dangerous expeditions
into new terrain to collect specimens for museums back East. Much of
this material was sent to Cassin at the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia, forming the basis for his book.
The significance of the publication of this facsimile cannot be over
emphasized. Cassin was one of the great museum men of his century,
renowned for his accuracy and depth of knowledge, but his original work
is so rare that almost no one has seen it. Though our classification of birds
has changed considerably the original descriptions here are remarkably
accurate and they formed the basis upon which later ornithologists built.
The introduction tells us about Cassin himself and his relationships with
the other ornithologists of the era, including Audubon and Baird. The
plates vary in quality but the rest of the art of George Gorgas White and
William Hitchcock compares favorably with that of other better-known
artists. Anyone who has enjoyed Audubon's work will find these
lithographs interesting.
l

l

....

Many favorite Texas birds, included the Roadrunner and House
Finch, were described in detail for the first time in this book. Others, such
as the Plain Chachalaca and Green Jay. are highly-sought by bird-watchers
visiting Texas and are found only in a few sanctuaries along the Rio
Grande. In Cassin's day South Texas was a wild frontier, and it is
fascinating to read about the pristine habitat, now highly altered. The pretty Black-Capped Vireo~ here described for the first time, is now an endangered species making its last stand in the Texas Hill Country, causing
conflict between developers and environmentalists.
The publication of this facsimile should be of great significance to
historians, ornithologists, and nature-lovers alike. It is a critical historical
link between the era of Audubon and modern ornithology it offers a
fascinating window on the changing world of bird study, and it gives us
a brief glimpse of the natural splendors of an unsullied western North
America.
l

David E. Wolf
Nacogdoches, Texas

'Or

History of the Cattlemen of Texas, edited by David Farmer, with an introduction by Harwood P. Hinton (Texas State Historical Association, Sid Richardson Hall 2306, University Station, Austin, TX 78712)
1991. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index. P. 350. $39.95.
In 1913 certain leaders of the Cattle Raisers Association sought to
create more cohesiveness among the wide-spread ranchers of Texas. It was
decided that a modest publication containing the biographical sketches
of the leading men of the Cattle Raisers Association would help achieve
this end as well as boost membership in the organization. Thus, through
private subscription, History of the Cattlemen of Texas was published in
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Dallas in 1914. It was an extremely limited edition - ninety-four copies
- which were sold to subscribers and to print-on-demand customers.
The author of the book is unknown. However, Harwood Hinton,
the reprint editor. strongly suspects it was Russell Evan Ward, a wellknown rancher of San Antonio. Not only did Ward possess the academic
capabilities of such a project. but he was an association stalwart. Further, according to Hinton, the best biographical sketch in the book is that
of Ben Q. Ward, Russell's father.
There are biographical sketches of fifty-nine men and one woman.
All seem to have been association members and each had their interesting
historical vignettes to relate. The sketches varied in length and the ages
of those featured ranged from thirty-eight (Russell Ward) to seventy-seven
(Charles Goodnight). Virtually all had started with little or nothing and
had built vast cattle empires. The one woman singled out for' 'meritorious
achievement" who, in spite of being widowed with seven children to raise,
managed to expand her holdings to 40,000 fenced acres. Amazingly, fifty
of the fifty-nine ranchers were associated with the banking business though
few had formal education.
The boo'k was a rarety from the beginning and the passage of time
and natural attrition consigned the few copies to virtual oblivion. Fewer
than a half-dozen copies emerged over the next fifty years. Several notable
authorities on ranching were unaware of the book's existence until it was
rediscovered in the 1970s.
The fe-prim of History of the Cattlemen of Texas is the first of a
series of projected reprints to be undertaken by the DeGolyer Library.
This book is the beginning of the Library's Cowboy and Ranch Life series
and is published by the Texas State Historical Association. The series will
make selected rare volumes available at comparable prices and will be hardback, facsimile reproductions of the originals. Cowboy, Texana, and
western fans in general will eagerly await the rest of the series. Recommended for public, college, and university libraries.

,

Robert Glover
Tyler, Texas
Papers Concerning Robertson's Colony in Texas. Vol. XVll, December,
1838, through August 10, 1840 (Sterling C. Robertson VS. Sam
Houston, President of the Republic of Texas), compiled and edited
by Malcolm D. McLean (The University of Texas at Arlington, Box
190929, Arlington, TX 76019-0929) 1991. Maps. Photos. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 629.
Covered in the seventeenth volume of the Papers Concerning Robertson's Colony in Texas is Robertson's suit against Houston and the problems Robertson encountered to prove the number of families he had
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brought to Texas in his effort to claim the premium lands due him for
introducing each 100 families. He was entitled to five leagues and five
labors for each multiple of 100 families he brought to Texas. Titles to
the premium lands that he had selected and claimed were clouded by claims
of individuals to eleven league grants from the Mexican government and
Department of Coahuila y Texas. In telling his story, Dr. McLean is handicapped by the records concerning the validity of the eleven league grants
having disappeared from the Robertson County courthouse and other
records lost in a fire in the Milam County courthouse in 1874.
On page 59, McLean speculates, without the citation of any sources,
that Sterling C. Robertson may have married at some time after December
18 ~ 1837, when Robertson had had the Congress of Texas declare legitimate
his two sons born of Fanny King and Rachel Smith. McLean thinks that
since they were not mentioned in Robertson's win that he had "deliberately
disinherited them," or possibly they had died or been murdered by the
Indians; or that they had "married again," and that Robertson "felt they
would be taken care of." This is all speculation.
A large part of the introduction to this volume deals with Mexican
agents operating in Texas to stir up various Indians against the AngloAmerican settlers in East Texas and in the Robertson Colony area, reaching
down as low as the Guadalupe River. Numerous Indian attacks are
reported; defense plans of the Texans are cited; and forts for protection
are discussed. Among the attacks, McLean mentions that late in June 1840,
a band of Cherokees and Kickapoo Indians from Oklahoma Indian Territory attacked the home of J .M. Tidwell, near present-day Calvert, killing
Tidwell and capturing his wife and three children; "took them to Coffee's
Trading House in Indian Territory" (p. 91.). McLean mistakenly places
Coffee's Trading House in Indian Territory (present Oklahoma), when
it was actually on the south bank of Red River in northern present Grayson
County, Texas.
McLean gives as full an account as available records will permit of
the education of Elijah Sterling Clack Robertson at Jackson College,
Colombia, Tennessee, from April 1837 to May 1, 1839, and the problems
encountered in financing his education. While in school in Tennessee,
E.S.C. Robertson was much embarrassed when he learned that his father
had acknowledged him as one of his illegitimate sons. Upon his return
to Texas~ he was appointed assistant clerk in the Post Office Department
by Major Robert Carr~ Postmaster General, effective May 10, 1839, and
a month later promoted to chief clerk; and on October 9~ 1839, to acting
postmaster general of the Republic of Texas, relinquishing the office on
January 8~ 1840~ to John Rice Jones, Jr., and resumed his former post
of Chief Clerk to January 22, 1840, when he resigned, explaining that
personal business required him to return home. He was still only nineteen
years 0 f age.

.
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Volume XVII contains a list of postoffices in Texas in 1840, a list
of postal routes, and the names of those who contracted to carry the mail.
This volume is valuable for the documents that it contains.
Joseph Milton Nance
Texas A&M University

Final Harvest and Other Convictions and Opinions. by C.L. Sonnichsen
(Texas \Vestern Press, The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso,
Texas 79968-0633) 1991. P. 90. $12.00-Paper.
At his death in June 1991, Leland Sonnichsen had spent sixty years
on the southwestern border, teaching, writing, and spreading good cheer.
For forty years (1931-1972) the genial professor taught English at the
University of El Paso and along the way became an authority on the history
and folklore of the region. At retirement he moved to Tucson. edited the
Journal of Arizona History for five years. then turned to fulltime writing.
Sonnichsen also was a popular speaker, and in his lectures, public addresses, and talks frequently reflected on his experiences in academe and
poked fun at the world about him. Final Harvest, assembled by Nancy
Hamilton, a long time friend, presents seven essays (several afterthoughts)
drawn from various sources - published and unpublished - that capture the essence of the man and provide a delightful sample of his opinions and convictions.

......

The slim volume opens with a foreword by Max Evans and an introduction by Nancy Hamilton. The fun then begins. Sonnichsen comments on his doctoral training at Harvard; his early years at UTEP; his
philosophy of teaching; the folklore of academe; decadence in Western
pulps; launching the Western Literature Association; and his writing interests in Arizona. A folklorist and self-styled "grass-roots historian,"
Leland preached that our personal folklore (Le., our attitudes and assumptions) vitally influenced our lives. He never hesitated to draw on his
knowledge of English literature, folksy humor, the Bible, and unforgettable interviews to tilt at people, situations, and ideas. He boldly chided
J. Frank Dobie on his provincialism and needled Larry McMurtry for
fadism. In his last years, despite fading eyesight, Sonnichsen published
an array of books on a favorite subject - Western humor.
Final Harvest is a handsome paperback enhanced by a list of Sonnichsen's books (28) and a photo of "Doc." Friends, admirers. and aficionados of the Southwest will treasure this personal portrait of a
memorable individual.
Harwood P. Hinton
Texas State Historical Association
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Tragic Cavalier: Governor Manuel Salcedo of Texas, 1808-1813, by Felix
D. Almaraz, Jr. (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College
Station, TX 77843-4354), 1991. Illustrations. Bibliography. Index.
P. 206. $14.50-Paper.

I'"

Although billed as a "new edition," this is essentially a reprint of
the 1971 hardcover issue from University of Texas Press with few textual
changes: primarily, a revised preface and two additional sentences at the
very end. The main improvement is in appearance, with drawings by EI
Paso artist Jose Cisneros gracing the cover and the chapter headings. There
is also a new, much-needed map.

Tragic Cavalier, drawn from the Bexar Archives and a wide range
of secondary sources, was Almaraz's doctoral dissertation at the University of New Mexico in the late 1960s. It remains his most significant work.
The focus is on provincial administration in the prerevolutionary period
- dry reading for the nonspecialist - until the Hidalgo revolt in Mexico
intensifies the drama.

"

Salcedo's role in the early years of the revolution was both ironic and
tragic. Taken prisoner during the Las Casas rebellion at Bexar t he later
presided over the military tribunal at Chihuahua that condemned Hidalgo.
Salcedo's own death sentence, ultimately, arrived by way of the Neutral,
Ground and East Texas with the Republican Army of the North.
Unfortunately, the author presupposes the reader's knowledge of
much relevant history and geography. No clear indication is given of the
location of certain key settlements, such as Presidio de Rio Grande (which
the map places on the wrong side of the river) and La Bahia, which in
1812 was not on "Espiritu Santo Bay," as the author intimates (p. 164),
but at Goliad.
Such criticism notwithstanding, the book fills a gap, as the author
intended (p. ix), in "the story of Texas in the early nineteenth century."
Robert S. Weddle
Bonham, Texas

•
Pioneer Women in Texas, by Annie Doom Pickrell (State House Press,
P.o. Box 15247, Austin, TX 78761) 1991. Index. P. 488. $29.95.

In 1929 the E.L. Steck Company published Annie Doom Pickrell's
Pioneer Women in Texas. Her work was among the first to present frontier life from the female viewpoint, and. as such, certainly remains significant enough to warrant last year's reprint by State House Press. The
author, a graduate of The University of Texas and a descendant of early
Texas settlers, presents seventy-five biographical sketches. She obtained
information from research and interviews, but primarily through contributions by the friends and families of her subjects. Pickrell then organized
her "data l t into essay form, in the hope of preserving "a correct idea of
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the lives and characteristics of the women who lived in Texas prior to 1845"
(Preface).
While the author deserves praise for such a groundbreaking contribution, the work is of questionable value by today's standards, and some
readers will be disappointed. It offers an "old-fashioned," stereotypical,
and even romantic view of women's lives in early Texas. Pickrell emphasizes the activities of political and military husbands while longsuffering wives frequently are relegated to the background. Even though
the sketches are short and pithy, if somewhat tinged with purple prose,
they are far from politically correct: Indians are bloodthirsty and
"savages" (p. 5); women are innocent and charming; men are big and
strong; and love, of course, is "inevitable" (p. 6). In addition, readers
should be aware that the author allowed contributors final approval of
their own essays, which may have resulted in some question of objectivity.
Still, when viewed in the context of its time, the book is quite
remarkable. It is not important as great literature, but as a contribution
to the social history of a region and an era. While far from definitive,
it has served to inspire later generations of historians. So, despite its shortcomings, Pioneer Women in Texas is noteworthy as the ancestor, dinosaur
though it may be, of women's studies in Texas.
Vista K. McCroskey
University of Texas at Tyler

Texas and the Gulf of Mexico; or, Yachting in the New World, Library
of Texas, Number One, by Matilda Houstoun, edited with an Introduction by Marilyn McAdams Sibley (W. Thomas Taylor Printers,
Publishers & Antiquarian Booksellers, 1906 Miriam, Austin, TX
78722) 1991. Illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 274.
Matilda Houstoun's travel account of her first trip to the Republic
of Texas (1842-1843) is an excellent choice for the initial publication of
The Library of Texas project. The purpose of the project is to present
new, attractive, and scholarly editions of nineteenth-century primary Texas
sources which will appeal to the general reader yet answer the needs of
students and scholars.
The noted East Texas scholar, Marilyn McAdams Sibley, has
admirably achieved the goal of The Library of Texas publisher in carefully
editing and annotating Texas and the Gulf of Mexico; or, Yachting in
the New World (1844) along with providing an Introduction which analyses
the life and writings of Matilda Houstoun. The "Notes" correct factual
errors and give information about people, places, and events mentioned
by the author.
Mrs. Houstoun was an upper-class Englishwoman and wife of an
English army officer, Captain William Houstoun, who loved adventure.
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In Texas and the Gulf of Mexico. the author told about crossing the Atlantic on the private yacht, the Dolphin. visiting Texas, and returning to
England. She also wrote about a number of ports-of-call, including New
Orleans. It was the Republic of Texas, however, whose history she
recounted at some length and which received the most attention in her
armchair narrative.
Persons interested in East Texas will especially appreciate Mrs. Houstoun's observations since it was this section of Texas which she visited
on her first journey to the New World. She had occasion to view only
the Galveston-Houston area. Overall, Mrs. Houstoun held a Quite
favorably opinion of Texas and Texans, though not overlooking some
faults. Like Texans themselves, she foresaw much promise in the future
development of the Republic.
Marion Holt
Lamar University

Texas Crossings: The Lone Star State and the American Far West,
1836-1986, by Howard R. Lamar (The University of Texas Press, P.O.
Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819) 1991. Photos. Maps. Notes. Index.
P. 82. $19.95 Cloth.
The University of Texas at Austin invited the distinguished historian
Howard R. Lamar to give the first George W. Littlefield Lectures in
American History in 1986. Those three lectures comprise this book. Their
theme is that Texas was at first a crossroads from the American South
to the Southwest and now from those areas and from Mexico to the world.
Professor Lamar sees thus the "Texas Crossings" as a symbol of the state
and of the American West: a mobility of free people always on the move,
whether from the South into Texas in 1836 or from Mexico into the state
in 1986. The myriad comings and goings of settlers, immigrants, and
travelers contributed, according to Professor Lamar, to the state's uniqueness and represented the history of the nation as well as Texas.
The book is a synthesis of well-known historical events and facts
brought together in a rather anecdotal fashion. As one has come to expect from the work of Professor Lamar, the essays are well-written with
subtle humor and demonstrate a familiarity with and a wide-range of
knowledge about Texas and the West. General readers and professional
historians will enjoy and profit from the intellectually stimulating essays.
They are a worthy start to a fine project honoring George Littlefield.
Robert A. Calvert
Texas A&M University
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The Texas Cherokees: A People Between Two Fires, 1819-1840, by Dianna Everett (The University of Oklahoma Press, Book Distribution
Center, P.O. Box 787, Norman, OK 74070-0787) 1990. Illustrations.
Maps. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P. 173. $21.95.

Intrigue, materialism, factionalism, inequities, stubbornness,
jealousies, ignorance, and sadness, are all words to desribe the Western
Cherokee group referred to as the "Texas Cherokees in their plight to
find a home in East Texas. Beginning with settlement in the undefined
boundary area of the United States and Spanish Texas called the Neutral
Ground, a group of Cherokees attempted to settle among other Indians,
Anglos and Spanish/Mexican claimants to the land and struggled for
twenty years to get title to that land. Most of their problems came from
within because of dissension over leadership and how that leadership and
liaison dealt with Mexican officials. They were unable to get inter-tribal
agreements worked out before Anglo-empresario grants were issued on
the land on which they lived and the development of the Texas Revolution
caught them in the middle. not being able to get all Cherokees to side with
or against either of the belligerents. Since the setting is East Texas, this
book gives an excellent history of the populating and problems concerning
this for the 1820-1840 time period.
H

l
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This book explains well the Cherokee leadership of Duwali ("Bowl")
and Gatunwali ("Big Mush") and their attempts to be on the "right side
at the right time." Also described is the Cherokee culture, including clan
revenge, constant village movements, farming, and other Indian problems,
specifically the conflict with Osage, Tawakoni, and Comanches. The worst
blow to the Cherokee attempt to gain title to lands in East Texas came
with the death of three major Mexican officials in 1832, Generals Teran
and Piedras, and Governor Letona. The increasing population of Anglos
flowing into Texas decreased their chances even more. The "Hopeful Accommodation" the author calls the period from 1828-1835 never worked
out and left the Cherokees without title as the Texas Revolution was fought
and won.
The description of Cherokee/Texas relations after the revolution is
well described, blaming many of the problems on Duwali's mistake of
continuing to play Texas against Mexico in the hope of being on the winning side throughout the first years of the Republic when Mexico was still
at war with Texas. Disregarding Sam Houston's stand, an investigative
committee reported in 1837 that the Cherokee were savage, ruthless, and
not deserving of the lands in question. The repressive policy of President
Mirabeau Lamar will take care of the Cherokee situation by defeating them
and sending the remainder to Oklahoma in 1839. However, the author
carries the remanent Cherokee problems through the Republic Era and
future Mexican invasions.
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This is an excellent brief book on the Cherokee story, tying it in with
both Eastern and Western Cherokee differences and likenes.ses. The sketches add flavor and maps help the reader determine the declining boundaries of the disputed lands. The footnotes and bibliography include excellent primary and secondary sources on not only the Cherokee, but the
Texas situation for the twenty years the Cherokee were here.
Linda Cress
Tyler Junior College

..
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The Highly Irregular Irregulars: Texas Rangers in the Mexican War, by
Frederick Wilkins (Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX
78609-0159) 1991. Photos. Illustrations. Notes. Bibliography. Index.
P. 227. $17.95.
The Texas Rangers were but a small component of the forces collected under Zachary Taylor for the war with Mexico. They never
numbered more than a few hundred, and often fell short of even that.
However, the Rangers made contributions far beyond their numbers. This
book describes the role of the Texas Rangers in the Mexican War.
Were Wilkins to discuss merely the battles. which he does ably, this
work would be a short story. Fortunately, he includes the antecedent
decades in Texas during which the Rangers acquired the skills and motivations that produced their notable success in Mexico.
It all started with the Indians, and it developed with Samuel Colt.
Frontier defense against Comanche raids taught Texans that quickness
and mobility compensated for small numbers. And Colt's five-shooter gave
the Rangers an edge in firepower. Topping it off, the Rangers had motivation, the on-and-off conflict during the republican era with Mexican
soldiers. And they remembered Mier. When war came, the Rangers were
a prime fighting force, flexible, aggressive, confident if not cocky.

'11/

Rangers tended to come from the farms of Texas. They were
volunteers who committed six months to the war against Mexico, and were
unwilling to accept regular status, with its uniforms and discipline. They
came to do a job, and when their time was up they often left. Manning
was a problem, as was discipline, but results were praiseworthy.
The Rangers acquitted themselves nobly, especially in small units or
as individuals. They had a knack for finding the enemy, finding the best
routes, and making Taylor's campaign a success. And they had the right
tactis and the right tools for the house-te-house battle of Matamoros. They
were excellent fighters, if not very good soldiers.
Wilkins has spent years examining the role of the rangers. He has
put together a nice little book that will be an asset to the literature.
J. Herschel Barnhill
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma
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The Diocese of Beaumont: The Catholic Story of Southeast Texas, by Rev.
James Vanderholt, Carolyn B. Martinez, & Karen A. Gilman (East
Texas Catholic, P.O. Box 22. Port Neches, TX 77651) 1991. B/W
Photos. Index. P. 468. $25.00.
Published to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Diocese of Beaumont, the history of early Christianity brought to East
Texas by the Franciscans is retold as an introduction to Catholicism in
Southeast Texas. The histories of the various dioceses of Texas from
Galveston, 1847. through Tyler. 1986, will be of interest to students of
religious history.
Biographies of the three Beaumont bishops - Harris, Boudreaux,
and Ganter - are included with accounts of their episcopacies. a section
on the ethnic diversity of the diocese, and a section on education provide
other historical details.
The human interest stories are particularly interesting. Our area of
Texas at one time was part of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston, headed
by Bishop W.J. Nold, who lost his eyesight due to illness. Bishop John
Morkovsky was appointed apostolic administrator to assist Bishop Nold.
After being blinded in one eye by an assailant, Bishop Morkovsky was
fond of saying that "ours is the only diocese in the whole Catholic Church
that has two bishops and only one eyel" Another interesting fact: the current bishop of Beaumont is the only Catholic bishop in the world to also
be an Aggie!
Although some minor date inaccuracies appear (Bishop Fiorenza was
still in high school in 1947; Frs. Jacobson and Nolan died in 1978) the
book presents the lives and experiences of the people of the Diocese of
Beaumont in an interesting manner. This book will be a treasure in the
home libraries of all Catholics in the Golden Triangle.
Rosemary Geraci
Lufkin, Texas

Through Fire and Flood: The Catholic Church in Frontier, Texas
1836-1900, by James Talmadge Moore (Texas A&M University Press,
Drawer C. College Station, TX 77843-4354) 1992. Illustrations. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 284. $39.50
This book is a good sequel to Carlos Casteneda's seven-volume
Catholic Heritage of Texas. The book brings us to the opening of the twentieth century. It shows the growth and development of the Roman Catholic
Church in the state of Texas, as far as the jurisdictions and the heirarchy
involved in the jurisdictions are concerned. The model of church studied
is the heiarchical one. This leaves open a field for the study of the Roman
Catholic Church in Texas as far as the grass roots level as model, a study
that is needed.
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James T. Moore follows the model that Castaneda followed in his
monumental work - that of the heirarchy and jurisdictions. Moore's contribution is a valid continuation of Castaneda) and Moore's work is further in depth than Casteneda's because of the lesser time frame that he
writes about. Moore's very interesting contribution to the history of the
Roman Catholic Chruch in Texas is his biographical etchings of some of
the prelates who were placed in charge of the Church on the frontier of
Texas. They certainly were/are interesting characters and show the ruggedness of the situation in which the Church had to adapt and grow in
a frontier atmosphere.
Moores contribution is a welcome addition to the historiography of
the Church in Texas, and it certainly opens new avenues of investigation
for future monographs on the subject. Perhaps it can be an impetus for
other Christian sects to initiate studies of their history in Texas; and, if
this has been done already, to up-date their histories. It might be a steppingstone for a joint effort to write about the Christian Church in Texas.

to

Rev. Dr. Barnabas Diekemper, O.F.M.
St. Francis Convent
Springfield, Illinois

Crazy Water: The Story of Mineral Wells and Other Texas Health Resorts,
by Gene Fowler (Texas Christian University Press) Box 30776, Fort
Worth, TX 76129) 1991. Maps. Photos. Notes. Bibliography. Index.
P. 318. $15.95.
When Lawrence Welk died, older folks remembered and younger
folks wondered about references to his having played at the great Baker
Hotel in Mineral Wells, home of Crazy Water crystals, And who in recent decades has driven westward from Mineral Wells, seeing the Baker
Hotel protrude like a finger into the sky, and not wished to read again
the story of Mineral Wells, remembered in fragments from Grandmother
having brought home crazy water crystals and depression-glass dishes
turned a golden amber in the hot mineral water? This excellent book will
satisfy the curiosity of the uninformed young and old folks with memories.
Dozens of Texans, including Jim Conrad, ETHA, aided the author's
admirable research. Surely Paul Patterson, cowboy poet, told the tale of
one well where a mentally ill woman took a few drinks and went sane
on the spot. In folklore it became "Crazy Woman Well," later "Crazy
Well,n producing "Crazy Water" and (folk years later?) crazy water
crystals. In the skilled hands of Gene Fowler, similar folklore becomes
history.
Fowler has told of the four strengths of water available: 1. Mild for
nervousness, 2. Stronger for sound sleep, 3. Even stronger for prompt
liver action) 4. And the strongest cathartic, which was like taking a ramrod
to a clogged up shotgun. Yes, this could be said on the Mineral Wells radio.
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When W. Lee "Pappy" 0' Daniel broadcast "Remember, friends, there
ain't gonna be no runoff," he meant only in politics.
Only a confident writer would use a preface by the brilliant Larry
L. King, who casts some doubt that one could get relief from indigestion,
piles, neuralgia, rheumatism, and cancer at Mineral Wells, but infers that
Hot Springs, Arkansas, could do no better. Fowler even finds a medical
source to say it is "an error to suppose that all the reputed beneficial effects of mineral waters were .. imaginings" (p. x).

c

The trains to Mineral Wells brought such as Marlene Dietrich and
Jack Dempsey, but a quote from King is better for a short review: "Mr.
Fowler's book is ... an engaging, informative, and often amusing tale of
a 'magic' industry that is virtually no more" (p. xii). No folklorist or
folk historian should be without it.
James W. Byrd
East Texas State University
Charles E. Linck
Commerce, Texas
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A Texas Scrap Book: Made Up of the History, Biography. and Miscellany
of Texas and Its People, by D.W.C. Baker (1875), introduction by
Robert A. Calvert (Texas State Historical Association, 2/306 Sid
Richarson Hall , University Station, Austin. TX 78712) 1991. Illustrations. Index. P. 727. $25.95.

A Texas Scrap-Book is the tenth publication in the Texas State
Historical Association's Fred H. and Ella Mae Moore Texas history reprint
series. Like most of the other editions in this series. it is a valuable con~
tribution. Originally published in 1875, the only other reprint of this
volume, done by Steck Company in 1935, is also a relatively rare book.
Unlike the Steck reprint, which was a facsimile edition only, this edition
includes an introduction by Robert Calvert which provides biographical
information about the author and a brief history of the book itself. This
edition also includes the excellent index produced by Richard Morrison
in 1984. According to Calvert, the original edition never sold well and
the publishers lost money on the venture. That will hopefully not be the
case with this edition.
A Texas Scrap-Book is a 657-page compilation of material published
by and about Texans collected from a variety of sources, including the
Texas Almanac; various newspapers published in Galveston, Austin, and
other Texas cities; and early books published about Texas. including
Baker's own history of Texas. A Texas Scrap-Book provides valuable information about early Texas as well as a window on the Texas of the 1870s,
providing a picture of, as Calvert points out, "what Texans were like at
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the time: patriotic, maudlin, colorful, and insensitive about race and ethnic
groups" (xxii).
The most disappointing section of Baker's book is the biography section. Ordinarily, subscription books of the 1800s often presented hundreds
of biographies of locally prominent individuals compiled by the individuals
themselves or from material they made available. Presumably, these individuals and their relatives would purchase the books. In this case the
biographies are brief - sometimes as short as three lines - and are limited
to only the most prominent personages of the Republic period. Thus they
provide little useful information not readily available in other sources.
Still, the book is a treasure trove which will be dipped into and appreciated
by all who have an interest in the history of the state.

.

Cecil Harper, Jr.
North Harris College

Creating the West: Historical Interpretations, 1890-1990, by Gerald D.
Nash (University of New Mexico Press, Albuquerque, NM
87131-1591) 1991. Bibliography. Index. P. 318. $15.95/$29.95.
This book features the perceptions of Gerald D. Nash about the
perceptions of other historians concerning the American West between
1890 and 1990. There is very little emphasis on Texas material in it. Nash
attempts to demonstrate that the vision of the West held by successive
generations of historians were as important as the historical record in shaping their writings. He identifies four major concepts reflected in their
studies; the West as a frontier, as a region, as an urban civilization, and
as a mythical utopia. He also identifies alternative hypotheses. His primary
aim is to provide an interpretive synthesis of these concepts.
Nash deduces that major events which occurred when historians were
young conditioned their particular views of history. According to him.
historical interpretations were bound up closely with the passage of generations. He analyzes and describes changing views by presenting portraits
of several research scholars. Among ~he many cited are: Frederick Jackson
Turner, Ray Allen Billington, Arthur M. Schlesinger, and Frank Norris.
Nash concludes that in writing about the West, these scholars "have
also been writing about themselves, about their own social, economic, and
culturaJ backgrounds, their geographical location and their environment."
(p. 259). This observation by Nash has been pointed out by many writers.
For example, Henry H. Ellis wrote at the turn of the century that "Every
artist writes his own autobiography" (The New Spirit, Tolstoi II).
Nash reminds us that historical facts have an independent or objective existence apart from the concepts of historians. But thoughtful
research scholars are aware of this, and they attempt to narrow the gap
between their perceptions and reality through two methods. First, they
study and become more aware of their own prepossessions and the society
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in which they live. Second, they apply the scientific method in the analyses
of their findings. Interpreting historical events is a matter of responsible
judgment; that is, the development of a sense of knowledge sufficient to
comprehend the evidence.
Valentine J. Belfiglio
Texas Woman's University

Revolution on the Rio Grande: Mexican Raids and Army Pursuits,
1916-1919, by Glenn Justice (Texas Western Press, University of Texas
at £1 Paso, El Paso, TX 79968-0633) 1992. Illustrations, Notes.
Bibliography. P. 100. $10.00 Paper.

t
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By his own admission, Glenn Justice presents only one-half of the
story of the Mexican Revolution on the Texas border in this monograph
published by Texas Western Press. Nevertheless, the one-half that Justice
does present is well-researched, well-written, objective, and makes for
interesting reading.
Justice's account of the bloody Battle of Ojinaga is especially good.
Here the Federal army of General Pascual Orozco, financed by the wealthy
Terrazas family of Chihuahua (the largest land owners in Mexico), fought
off Pancho Villa's ragged Division of the North for several days before
Villa himselfled a successful assault against the town on January 10,1914.
Villa's men raped and plundered, shot the seriously wounded, and executed
hundreds of Federal prisoners. With some 4,500 refugees fleeing across
the Rio Grande, the road through the desert from Presidio to Marfa
became jammed.
On Christmas Day, 1917, some eight months after the United States
entered World War I, forty Mexican raiders attacked the ranch of Lucas
Brite in northwestern Presidio County, leaving three men dead. The 8th
Calvalry pursued the raiders in Mexico. killing ten of the men at PHares,
Chihuahua.

.
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Widespread terrorism came to the region, not with Mexican revolutionaries, but with the legendary Texas Rangers. On January 14, 1918,
in retaliation for the raid on the Brite Ranch, Rangers surrounded the
village of Porvenir, upriver from PHares, Chihuahua, on the Texas side
of the river. Here some 140 poor Hispanics, none of whom had been involved in the raid on the Brite Ranch, were eking out a living as tenant
farmers. Finding only one old gun in the village, the drunken Rangers,
or "Los Rinches" as they came to be known on the border, separated
the men from the women, and took fifteen of the men off into the night
and ruthlessly executcd them. As the women and children of the village
fled to Mexico for safety, Harry Warren, the aging schoolmaster at
Porvenir, tried to get the news of the massacre to the outside world. Despite
an army covcrup, a host of Ranger lies, and an unsympathetic Texas
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populace, what had happened at Porvenir did become known to the outside world. No criminal charges, however, were filed against the Rangers.
Two months after the Porvenir massacre, fifty Mexican raiders struck
the ranch of Ed Neville, located some six miles upriver from Porvenir, killing the son of the ranch owner and the ranch cook, who was mutilated
horribly in front of her two children. The 8th Cavalry chased the raiders
into Mexico and killed thirty-three at Pilares, Chihuahua.
Well into 1919, the army continued to launch punative expeditions
into Mexico in pursuit of rustlers and bandits. Largely in retaliation for
the capture of two American aviators in Mexico, the army raided the Mexican village of Carrizo Springs where four alleged bandits were captured.
The captives were turned over to the Rangers, who shot them.
Anyone interested in the history of the rugged and remote Big Bend
during the era of the Mexican Revolution will want a copy of this book.
Don't expect to see brave Rangers riding off into the sunset, however,
for you are more likely to learn of a rei~n of terror imposed on the
Hispanics of the region - a terrorism that was inexcusable but probably
not as bad as that inflicted on Mexican-Americans in the lower Rio Grande
Valley during the same era.
Jerry Thompson
Laredo State University
Jesse Chisholm: Texas Trail Blazer and Peacemakert by Ralph B. Cushman
(Eakin Press, P.O. Box 90159, Austin, TX 78709-0159) 1992. Illustrations. Photos. Endnotes. Bibliography. Index. P. 246. $22.95.

In writing his biography of Jesse Chisholm, Ralph Cushman sought
to establish belated recognition of Jesse's significant contributions to the
history of the Southwest as well as an appreciation of his remarkable
stature as a man. Cushman has succeeded on both scores. Despite many
minor errors and some clumsiness in organization and style, Cushman's
narrative is readable, colorful, and absorbing. Academic historians will
find Cushman's documentation disappointing because of his abbreviated
footnote form and his heavy dependence on outdated sources, but he tapped a unique and most valuable source, the reminiscences of Andrew
Jackson Houston, who knew Chisholm personally, as did his noted father,
Sam. The book is organized around tales the younger Houston told
Cushman over a three-year period in the 1930s, tales which provide fresh
insight on the two Houstons as well as on Jesse Chisholm.
Thanks to Cushman (and Andrew Houston), Jessie Chisholm no
longer can be considered a minor Southwestern figure for whom a cattle
trail was named (perhaps accidentally). Jesse was a precocious pathfinder
and guide and also one of the most valued interpreters and peacemakers
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in the greater Southwest. One-fourth Cherokee, he was at home in the
redman's world as well as the white's and served both civilizations well,
though often pained by the excesses of each, including the disgraceful treatment of the Cherokees of East Texas. The West and the nation could have
benefited greatly from having more Jesse Chisholms, and so could we
today - and tomorrow .
Edward Hake Phillips
Sherman, Texas

The Texas Rangers: Men ofAction and Valor, by Mike Cox (Eakin Press,
P.O. Box 90159. Austin. TX 78709-0159) 1991. Illustrations.
Bibliography. Glossary. P. 144. $14.95.
Mike Cox, who is the public information officer for the Department
of Public Safety, has written about a favorite subject - and one he knows
well- the Texas Rangers. In the main, he has woven Ranger history and
tradition in an episodic format around its most famous captains. Consequently, the reader will be treated to fascinating stories: Jack Hays and
his fight with Comanches at Enchanted Rock (near Fredericksburg) in
1840; "Rip" Ford contesting Juan Cortina along the Rio Grande in 1860;
Leander McNelly battling Mexican banditti and stacking their corpses in
the Brownsville square in 1875; and Frank Hamer tracking down Bonnie
Parker and Clyde Barrow in 1935.
This book, however, is not for serious historians. Cox had no
intention that it would be. In the preface he admits that his audience for
The Texas Rangers is children who, he hopes, "will both enjoy it and learn
something from it" (p. x). He has also added dialogue to the stories to
make them "more interesting to read" (p. ix). And concerning the last
two chapters, having to do with gambling in Galveston and the dinosaur
- track thief, he has compiled historical fiction, but in an interesting and
wellawritten manner.
Ben Procter
Texas Christian University

.-

Warm Weather & Bad Whiskey: The 1886 Laredo Election Riot, by Jerry
D. Thompson (Texas Western Press, The University of Texas at El
Paso, EI Paso, TX 79968-0633) 1991. Illustrations. Maps. Photos.
Notes. Index. P. 219. $25.00-Cloth.
This volume goes beyond its title to provide the most careful account
now available of Laredo politics from 1846 to 1900. The first chapter on
the period before the Civil War describes the development of prominent
leaders in local business and government, especially the Benavides and
Martin families. They formed a diverse group of Tejanos, immigrants and
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Anglos, often related by marriage. Santos Benavides became a Confederate
colonel and defended Laredo against Union advances, but lost power in
local government during Reconstruction to Republicans led by Samuel
M. Jarvis. The Democrats followed the Benavides family to regain control
in 1872, but leadership shifted in 1876 to the Raymond Martin faction.
Railroads, coal mining, and sheep raising stimulated local economic
and political competition in the 18805. New arrivals joined Republicans
and Benavides supporters to adopt a reform label, using sandals as symbols
of the people and calling themselves "Guaraches." Accepting the boot
as their symbol, Martin followers won the election in 1884 as "Botas."
Intense competition including charges of corruption and the use of alcohol
to attract voters in the city election in 1886 resulted in a Bota victory followed by a riot in which at least seventy-five persons died or received wounds.
The Botas maintained their dominance until the Guaraches won the city
election in 1894 as Independents. Yet by 1896 former Botas had become
leaders in the Independent Club that continued to control local politics
into the mid-twentieth century.
Jerry D. Thompson, author of several volumes about the Southwest,
has researched this topic thoroughly. Readers will find the account lively
despite a few typographical errors and index omissions. Although the
changing political alliances and election process of the 1890s might have
been further clarified, the analysis is generally sound. This study will join
Evan Anders' Boss Rule in South Texas as lhe best books on border
politics.
Alwyn Barr
Texas Tech University

MerejiJdo Grijalva: Apache Captive, Army Scout, by Edwin R. Sweeney
(The University of Texas at El Paso, £1 Paso, TX 79968-0633) 1992.
Photos. Notes. Bibliography. P. 73.
Merejildo Grijalva: Apache Captive, Army Scout is volume 96 in
Texas Western Press' Southwestern Studies Series. The book traces the
life and career of MerejiJdo Grijalva from his capture of the Chiricahua
Apaches in 1849 through his career as an Apache scout in Arizona in the
1860s and 1870s. After ten years of captivity, Grijalva escaped from the
Indians. He soon found employment with the United States Army as an
interpreter and a scout. He spent several years in the New Mexico territory, then transferred to Arizona where he guided Army patrols against
renegade Indians. Grijalva's skills as a scout, in Sweeney's opinion, led
to the defeat and capture of Cochise.
The book follows a chronological format but the number of obscure
locations mentioned in the work can confuse the reader. The book is well
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researched but the writing style is cumbersome and clumsy. Most importantly, Sweeney never explains why Merejildo Grijalva, and not some other
Army scout, is "the most notable Apache scout in Arizona and the 1860s
and 70s. 1t
Donald Willett
Texas A&M University at Galveston

Overreached on All Sides: The Freedmen's Bureau Administrators in
Texas, 1865-1868, by William L. Richter (Texas A&M University
Press, Drawer C, College Station, tX 77843-4354) 1991. Maps. Notes.
Bibliography. Index. P. 436. $49.50.
,,",

...

-

After writing an account of the army in Reconstruction Texas.
William L. Richter now offers an administrative history of the related
Freedmen's Bureau in the state. In chronological order, he devotes four
parts to the periods of command by the assistant commissioners for Texas.
Edgar M. Gregory is described as concerned about fair labor contracts
and payments, legal status, and education for former slaves, who met considerable intimidation in the postwar period. But Gregory had limited manpower and seemed unable to communicate well with Anglos who arranged
his removal. The author finds Joseph B. Kiddoo not quite as protective
of African American interests and influenced more by conservative white
Texans. Charles Griffin, also army commander for the state. extended
bureau efforts to new areas with better support. Education efforts declined
as Griffin devoted time to administering the Reconstruction Acts for
reorganizing state government until yellow fever killed him and disrupted
bureau activities. Joseph J. Reynolds reduced bureau efforts, under
pressure from the military district commander. while supervising state
government restructuring. Richter considers the local bureau officers northern, southern, military and civilian - and finds most honest and
efficient in the face of excessive paperwork and frequent threats of
violence. While the bureau helped freedmen make the transition to
freedom, the author believes the agency could have done more with proper
army assistance and better leadership.
Research for the volume appears thorough, especially in army and
bureau papers. The writing style is usually clear. although colorful phrases
sometimes result in overstatements. Accounts of local agents seem encyclopedic in detail and sometimes repetitious. Richter's analysis is best
on internal bureau and army relationships and conflicts. His accounts of
the extensive violence directed at freedmen and bureau officers also are
convincing. Yet an understanding of how the violence and problems of
bias in civil courts and government led to the Reconstruction Acts is not
developed. Instead the political motivations of bureau officers in registering
black voters and reorganizing the state government appear overstated or
inadequately analyzed. African Americans remain a shadowy group in
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this account, but their relationship to the agency may be considered further in Barry A. Crouch, The Freedmen~s Bureau and Black Texans (1992).
Richter's interpretation seems to have changed from a neo-Dunning school
criticism of federal action in his army study to a post-revisionist view in
this volume that the bureau could have accomplished more.
Alwyn Barr
Texas Tech University
The Freedmen's Bureau and Black Texans, by Barry A. Crouch (Univer-

sity of Texas Press P.O. Box 7819, Austin TX 78713-7819) 1992.
Illustrations. Notes. Index. P. 216. $24.95.
l

l

Judicious in his revisionism, Barry A. Crouch aptly refutes the traditionalist view that the Freedmen's Bureau in Texas, and elsewhere in the
post-Civil War South, failed as a tool of Congressional Reconstruction.
Using the microhistorical method of inquiry, with Tyler and Smith County,
Texas, as his chosen microcosm, Crouch clearly and persuasively develops
his contention that the Freedmen's Bureau in Texas did make an honorable
attempt to fulfill its federal mandate - to aid freed slaves and destitute
whites - and that it set important precedents in the areas of Negro education and the black franchise.
Avoiding any pretense of apologia. and supported by long neglected
data in the National Archives, Crouch skillfully presents the Freedmen's
Bureau as one of the most unique, misunderstood, and maligned ad hoc
reform agencies ever devised by a democratic government in the name of
social and political freedom and equality. Appropriately. he pays special
attention to the Bureau s sub-district agents who, contrary to Southern
myth, were not all lazy and mean-spirited brigands of the abolitionist ilk.
To be sure, the Bureau's ranks also included men such as William G.
Kirkman who was murdered in 1868 while opposing those who menaced
the Reconstruction ideal in northeast Texas.
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This important little book suffers, however, from an inordinate
number of annotated endnotes which could have been better used in the
text; so placed, the endnotes become intermittent asides and often slow
[he narrative. Too, the author tends to be repetitive in his defense of the
Bureau's agents and wards. But on the whole, the work is scholarly.
pleasantly polemical, and well presented. Crouch's writing style, his
research skills, and his obvious depth of subject knowledge make The
Freedmen~s Bureau and Black Texans a valuable addition to Reconstruction historiography.
l

George Knight
Tyler Junior College

•

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

93

The Cypress Rangers in the Civil War, by James Henry Davis (Heritage
Oak Press, 4615 Summerhill, No. 136, Texarkana, TX 75503) 1991.
Illustrations. Maps. Bibliography. Index. P. 157.
In this, his first published work, James Henry Davis of Hughes
Springs, Texas, has done an interesting study of a little known Confederate
Unit. He has taken this obscure outfit, consisting of eighty-five men from
his immediate vicinity, and traced thcir journey through the Civil War
from enlistment to discharge and beyond.
Davis begins with the company's formation at a rural church near
the banks of Black Cypress Bayou in Cass County, Texas. He follows
them throughout the balance of the conflict. Captain William Cocke
Young, after whom the small Methodist Church and community was
named, and his brother, the Reverend Thomas R. Young, its first pastor,
organized the company. Davis follows the company's travels from a big
send off at Resse Hughes' plantation, near Youngs Chapel, to Camp
Reeves on Red River, where they joined other outfits for training. From
there they went into Oklahoma, then Indian Territory, to Fort Gibson,
known later as the graveyard of the army. Here they received further
preliminary battlefield experience.
The author deals with Indian fighting in the Civil War as the company
joins the Cherokee Confederates and later meet Chief Opothleyahola and
the Creeks.
The Cypress Rangers' first major encounter was at the important battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas. This was their first time to face Yankees in
uniform. Until then, it had been "Indians only." A copy of the famous
King and Allison illustration of "The Battle of Pea Ridge, H appears in
the book with other pictures. maps, and illustrations.
The Texans withdrew to the Boston Mountains, then headed back
to winter quarters on Horsehead Creek. After a much needed rest, they
turned east in the direction of the Mississippi River, not knowing what
fate would befall them next.
Chapter IV finds the Rangers at Corinth, Mississippi, an important
railroad crossroads. This turned out to be the bloodiest battle of the war
for them. From there they made a hasty retreat. They had an unexpected
swim in the Hatchie River and met up with "Old Abe," the Civil War
Eagle, now immortalized in bronze atop a towering monument in the
Vicksburg Battlefield Park.
The Holly Springs raid came soon afterward, followed by the valiant
effort to save Vicksburg. From there the Rangers went on to meet Sherman
in heavy skirmishing at Rome, Georgia. The battle of Atlanta followed
with final participation of the Rangers in the unsuccessful try to re-take
Nashville.
The book is even more interesting because of its vignettes about
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individual soldiers, and their loss of life capture, suspected desertion,
religion in the camps, and other homilies of military life. In a final chapter,
Davis deals with what happened after the war, tracing the lives of some
of the soldiers down through their descendants to the present. It is a most
engrossing book that is hard to put down once started because of the
author's special touch and his insight into the day-to-day lives of his real
life characters.
l
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Fred McKenzie
Avinger, Texas

Frontier Defense in the Civil War, Texas' Rangers and Rebels, by David
Paul Smith (Texas A&M University Press, Drawer C, College Station,
TX 77843) 1992. Maps. Appendices. Notes. Bibliography. Index. P.
237. $39.50 Hardcover.
Texas was the only Confederate state which had to battle Indians on
its frontier while joining the larger war effort against the Union. Prior
to the Civil War, Texas Rangers learned to fight Indians by employing
revolvers and tenacious mobility against Comanches and Kiowas, and
during the 18505 the United States Army deployed one-fourth of its manpower into dozens of Texas outposts. But years of concerted campaigning by Rangers and the military had not halted the murderous raids in
frontier counties when war erupted between North and South. After United
States troops left Texas the Confederacy could not provide replacements,
forcing Texans to provide their own frontier defense. An additional problem developed as gangs of Confederate deserters and draft dodgers
gravitated to the frontier counties and defied authority with increasing
boldness.
Scant funding was available from the Texas or Confederate governments, but Texans who previously had served in Ranger companies provided their own guns and horses and rode in defense of their home counties. David Paul Smith opens Frontier Defense in the Civil War with a
description of the contlict between Indians and settlers in Texas during
the antebellum period. In subsequent chapters he meticulously details the
organization and exploits of the various units - Texas Mounted Riflemen,
the Frontier Regiment, Bourland's Border Regiment, Rangers, minutemen,
and informal militia - which struggled with little fanfare or military glory
against Indian marauders and renegade Confederates. Smith argues convincingly that these beleaguered defenders held their own during the Civil
War, in contrast to the popular view that the wartime frontier collapsed
with ineffectual resistance from inferior troops. This chapter of Texas
history has never been presented with such panorama and authority. and
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Smith's well-researched account of the frontier counties during the Civil
War will make a valuable addition to any Texana bookshelf.
Bill O'Neal
Panola Junior College

Gettysburg: A Battlefield Atlas, by Craig L. Symonds (The Nautical &
Aviation Publishing Company of America, 8 W. Madison, Baltimore,
MD 21201) 1992. Color Maps. Photos. Index. P. 112. $19.95.

III

There have been tens of thousands of books on various aspects of
the Civil War, yet that conflict still generates extreme interest. Craig L.
Symond's latest contribution admittedly says nothing new about what he
terms "the greatest battle in the history of the Western Hemisphere" (P.l),
but the maps allow the reader to trace the movements of the armies
throughout this campaign almost hour by hour.
Symonds sets the stage with a brief description of the Confederate
victory at Chancellorsville in early May 1863. Heartened by this success,
Gen. Robert E. Lee then decided to take his army, and the war, into the
North. Because Lees cavalry were unable to provide him with information about the whereabouts of Union Gen. George Meade's army, the
momentous three-day battle began when elements of the two armies ran
into one another near the town of Gettysburg. Over the next three days,
thousands of young American men were killed or wounded before Lee
finally headed back to Virginia in defeat.
Among this book's unfortunate shortcomings are instances where the
map and accompanying tcxt disagree with regard to the directions of troop
movements (pp. 16-17,22-23,50-51) or commanders' names (pp. 14-15).
Pickett's Charge, which struck the center of the Federal line. is incorrectly
stated as having hit the Federal left (p. 67), although the correct location
appears later (p. 85).
Once past a few problem areas like these, the reader will find this
atlas to be "user friendly." Each of the full-page maps is faced with a
single page of explanatory text with key numbers showing the locations
of specific incidents. The last map shows the Gettysburg area as it appears
today, and gives a suggested route by which a visitor might tour the battlefield and follow the chronological flow of the battlc.
James M. McCaffrey
University of Houston-Downtown.
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Harlan DavIdson/ Inc.
NEW THIS FALL IN TEXAS HISTORY
Profiles in Power
Tvventreth-CenturyTexans
in Washington
Edited by
Kenneth E. Hendrickson, Jr.
Michael L. Collins
Midwestern Stare University

•

Collection of thirteen original bIographical essays on important national leaders from the Lone
Star State. Editors Hendrickson and Collins have contributed co this book and have selected fellow
authors who are well-respected historians. Subjects portrayed In this book are: Edward M. House,
Morris Sheppard, John Nanc.e Garner, Jesse Jones, Tom Connally, Sam Rayburn.. Lyndon Baines
Johnson; Ralph Yarborough] Barbara Jordan, John Tower, James Wright.. lloyd Bentsen, and
George Bush. Ideal for anyone teaching Texas or tv-.rentieth-century American history, political
science.. or ciVics, this book will make fascinating and informadve reading for Texans and nonTexans alike who are interested in the workings of national polities and the Wielding of power in
the tv-.rentieth century.

Mexican Americans in Texas:
A Brief History
Arnalda De Le6n
Angelo SIOI! UnJH~rsjty

A concise political} cultural; and social history of Mexican Americans in Texas from the Spanish
colonial era to the present. Portraying Texas Mexicans as active subjects, not objects.. in the ongoing Texas narrative, Professor De Leon's concise and revisionist work is ideal as a core text for
courses that deal speCifically with T ejano history OJ as a useful supplement to courses in MexicanAmerican, Texas, and American history.

Also
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The History of Texas
Robert A. Calvert and Arnalda De Leon

The Texas Heritage,
Second Edition
Ben Procter and Archte P. McDonald

Harlan DaVidson, Inc.
3I1o North Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights] Illinois 60004-1592
(7 08) 253-9720
FAX 253-9728
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